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Our website and 
emails have changed! 

This past month we migrated our 
URL to: 

medinacountyveteransoh.gov. 

All of our old emails will be redi-
rected automatically to this box as 
will the website. As a reference the 
email endings are now 
@medinacountyveteransoh.gov.   

A complete list of our emails are 
found on page 3 of this newsletter.  

A (TLD) which is Top Level Do-
main. These are the last segment of 
a domain name, appearing after the 
final dot. Such as .com. .org. .net or 
.gov.  

What was the reason for changing 
our  Moving our domain to a .GOV 
TLD increases trust in the authen-

ticity of government websites and 
information, enables agencies to 
better protect against DNS hijack-
ing and malicious email traffic, and 
creates a more robust cybersecurity 
ecosystem.   

Thus far we  

The Warrior Who Chose America's 
Unknown Soldier 

In March 1921, Congress author-
ized burial of an unidentified Amer-
ican soldier who had been killed 
during World War I. Internment in 
Arlington National Cemetery was 
designated to take place on Armi-
stice Day...November 11, 1921. 
 
During the ñwar to end all warsò 
America lost 77,000 young men on 

the killing fields of France. Over 
22,000 of them were buried in four 
military cemeteries located near 
where they had fallen in battle. Of 
this number, the remains of 958 
souls had defied all efforts to iden-
tify them before burial. It was de-
cided that one of them would be-
come 
Amer- Continued on page  16 

Continued on page  2 

medinacountyveteransoh.gov
https://www.medinacountyveteransoh.gov/
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans to 

the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 
Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours of 
9:00 am and 12:00 pm.  

 
Tell them you are a van rider. 

 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Louis Stokes VAMC 
10701 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 
Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  
medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 
Akron, OH 44319 

Phone: (330) 724-7715 
 

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency, you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital. 

 

 

haven't seen any huge problems 
although we have had a few re-
jected outbound emails but are 
not having problems with those 
coming in.  

As for the website it is now 

www.medinacountyveteransoh.
gov the old site automatically 
redirects you to the new site. 

Please make the changes to you 
contact lists and web browser. 
We donôt want anyone to miss 
any important emails or infor-
mation do to this change.    

@medinacountyveteransoh.gov 
Continued on front cover 

@medinacountyveteransoh.gov 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
http://iava.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/
https://www.youtube.com/@medinacvso
https://www.linkedin.com/company/medina-county-veterans-service-office/
https://www.instagram.com/mcvso/
http://www.medinacountyveteransoh.gov
http://www.medinacountyveteransoh.gov


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission & Staff 

 

Jim Hoessle; President 

 

Phillip Grassa; Vice President  

 

John Lawrence; Commissioner  

   

Curt Schwehm; Commissioner 

 

Mark Roberts; Secretary 

 
                       Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Sue Boggs 
 
Service Officer 
Mark Phillipp 
SSgt, USMC (retired) 
 
Service Officer 
Danielle Sampson 
SPC, U.S. Army Reserve 
 
Community Relations Specialist 
Jason Kaiser 
 
Intake Specialist / Admin. Assistant 
Kirstyn Martin 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveteransoh.gov 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveteransoh.gov 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meeting: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00 pm. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  
Service Officer 

Veterans Day is right around the 
corner and soon the, colder months 
will be upon us. Its been a busy 
summer here at the MCVSO as 
we've completed our second itera-
tion of programs and have just 
started up our fall sessions. The 
feedback weôve gotten has been 
mostly positive and the partici-
pants seem to be getting a great 
deal out of the programs. We en-
courage everyone to take a look at 
what we offer and think about 
signing up for one.  We are cur-
rently looking for more guitar in-
structors for our Guitars4Vets 
(G4V) program. It is a very popu-
lar program for our veterans.  

The Common Please Judge is still 
accepting applications for a repre-
sentative for the VFW on the Me-
dina County Veterans Service 
Commission. If interested contact 
your local VFW or our office for 
more information. Applications 
were sent out in September to all 
the VFW Posts in the county.  

The ñColors of Honorò held this 
past August in Brunswick that was 
sponsored by the Medina County 
Veterans Memorial Fund 501c3 
was a huge success. We want to 
thank everyone who sponsored or 
came out and helped in some way 
to make this a success.  

This is our 15th year for ñTank the 
Truckò. This program provides 
laundry detergent as well as sun-
dries for the Feeding Medina 
County food distributions through-

out Medina County. See page 16 
for locations and  times in Decem-
ber. Last year we distributed more 
than 800 bottles of detergent and 
sundry packs and also provided 
more than 200 Christmas dinners 
for veterans in the county. If you 
or your organization can donate 
please contact our office or see 
page 11 for more information.  

We recently changed our emails 
and website to a .GOV domain. 
Our old address will continue to 
forward to our new ones for about 
a year. Please update your address 
book accordingly and see the front 
cover story for details.  

As we roll into the holiday 
months, I want to remind everyone 
to take time to reflect on the im-
portance of this time of year. Re-
member that for some of us it can 
be a very difficult time to get 
through. Lack of finances, missing 
family or just loneliness, whatever 
the reason make sure weôre being 
kind to others and reaching out to 
those most vulnerable and that 
may need some help.  

Weôve been asked when we will 
be having another benefits briefing 
like weôve had in the past. We 
paused them when we moved out 
to expand our building and haven't 
had one since 2023. Well Im hap-
py to announce we will be bring-
ing them back for 2026. We do not 
have the exact dates or location as 
of yet but will be putting three of 
them on the calendar for next year. 
Until then we have our ñCoffee 
with a CVSOò every month where 
we do discuss benefits and your 
free to ask anything you like (see 
page 17).  

I want to thank everyone for a 
great year and all the support our 
community gives to our veterans.  

Have a a great holiday season and 
we will see you all in the New 
Year! 

Sincerely,  

Ed Zackery                                 
Director/CVSO | Medina County 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveteransoh.gov
http://www.medinacountyveteransoh.gov
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
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How to Contact Your       
Congressional                   

Representatives 2025  
 
 
 

  
Congressman Max Miller (R) 
7 District 
Medina Office 
72 Public Square 
Medina, OH 44256 
Phone: (330) 661-6654 
Washington, DC Office 
143 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-3876 
 
Senator Bernie Moreno (R) 
Cleveland Office 
Carl B. Stokes U.S. Courthouse 
801 W Superior Ave., STE 1400 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
T: (216) 522-7272  
Washington, DC Office 
SR-284 Russell Senate Office 
Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
T: (202) 224-2315  
 
Senator Jon Husted (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street 
Suite 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199 
P# 216-539-7877  
Washington, DC Office 
SR-304 Russell Senate Office 
Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
P# 202-224-3353 

What is 988? 
The Veterans Crisis Line's 
new number ð988 then 
Press 1 ð helps make it eas-
ier to remember and share 
the number to access help in 
times of need. 
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G4V Jam Sessions 

Weôve proudly hosted several Jam Sessions for our Guitars 
for Vets (G4V) students and graduates, offering a welcom-
ing space for them to connect, play music, and support one 
another. These sessions have become a meaningful part of 
the program, fostering community through music. A heart-
felt thank-you goes out to our dedicated instructors who 
generously donate their time, and to the Medina County Vet-
erans Memorial Fund for their generous donations of guitars 
and supplies. Weôre also incredibly grateful for the contin-
ued support from the community. As this program continues 
to grow, we welcome anyone interested in getting involved 
ð please contact our office to learn more.  

Colors of Honor 

We are deeply honored to share that the Colors 
of Honor event in Medina County took place 
over three meaningful days, featuring more than 
100 U.S. flags and service banners to pay tribute 
to our veterans and first responders. The display 
also included a special recognition of the 33 lo-
cal servicemen who gave their lives in the Vi-
etnam War, reminding us of the profound sacri-
fices made in defense of our country. This gath-
ering brought together community members, 
families, and supporters in a spirit of remem-
brance, respect, and unity. Thank you to every-
one who attended, volunteered, served, or of-
fered support ð your presence and commitment 
made this event truly memorable. The event 
raised more than $10,000 for the Medina county 
Veterans Memorial Fund!  

Fun at the Fair 

At Veterans Day at the Medina County Fair, the 
community came together to honor and celebrate our 
veterans in a heartfelt tribute.  Veterans' organiza-
tions set up informative displays in the main pavil-
ion, the VA was on site to assist with questions and 
services, and Big Daddy Dogs generously catered 
the event, providing delicious food for all in attend-
ance. The day continued with opening ceremonies, 
featuring remarks, patriotic music, and a formal start 
to fair week. Veterans received free admission as a 
token of appreciation. In addition, our office main-
tained a booth throughout the rest of the fair, sharing 
resources, engaging with the public, and continuing 
to honor those who served. 
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Overpayment Scam:  
Beware of anyone contacting you 
pretending to be VA   
  

Have you received a call, text or letter from someone pretending to 
be with the Department of Veterans Affairs alleging you have a sub-
stantial VA debt due to overpayment? It can be a scam! The scammer 
uses high pressure tactics to insist the debt must be repaid immediate-
ly via wire transfer, gift cards, cryptocurrency, or other non-
traditional payment methods. VA will never demand Veterans repay 
their debts in full up front, as VA offers many flexible payment plans at no additional cost. Official 
VA Debt Management Center (DMC) communication will provide specific details about the debt, of-
fer secure payment through www.pay.va.gov,and your appeal or waiver rights. 

  

If you are suspicious of a communication alleging to be VA, you can verify authenticity with VA at 1-
800-827-1000 or contact the DMC at 1-800-827-0648. Never share sensitive information, such as so-
cial security numbers, bank account details, or credit card information, when responding to unsolicited 
requests.  

https://www.va.gov/manage-va-debt/request-debt-help-form-5655/
https://www.pay.va.gov/
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614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2025  

 

Sharon A. Ray (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 069  
Columbus Office 
77 S. High St. 
13th Floor #1384 
Columbus, OH. 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-8140  
Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov  
 
Melanie Miller (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 67 
Columbus Office                         
77 High St. 11th Floor               
Columbus, OH 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-0961  
Fax: (614) 719-3998  
www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-
miller  
 
Senator Mark Romanchuk (R) 
Ohio Senate | District 022 Senate  
Columbus Office 
Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square, 1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone: (614) 466-7505 

Wheelchair accessible 
van now in service 

We have a 
new van we  
added to the 
fleet January 
1st. If your 
wheelchair 
bound and 
need to go to 

your VA appointment let us 
know.  

 ±9¢9w!b{ 
²!b¢95  

!a±9¢{ Імффл  
aŜŘƛƴŀ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ Iŀƭƭ  

aŜŜǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ  
/ŀƭƭ оол-тол-усто ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ  

mailto:rep69@ohiohouse.gov
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include 
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops. 

Check out the latest information on the web at Joint Veterans 
Coalition of Medina County, Ohio - Medina County Veterans 
Service Office  

5ŀǘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻŎŀǝƻƴ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊ 
²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ¢ƻǇƛŎ κ tǊŜπ

ǎŜƴǘŜǊ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ млΣ нлнс фΥлл !a /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊƻƻƳ a/±{h a/±{h    

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ ммΣ нлнс фΥлл !a  ¢.5      

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ ммΣ нлнс фΥлл !a  ¢.5     

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ млΣ нлнс фΥлл !a  ¢.5     

SAVE THE DATE for 2026 Coalition Meetings! 

Donate Today! 

Help us continue to help the veterans and the families right here in your 
community, You can make a tax-deductible donation by mailing your 
check or money order to:  

Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501c3 

P.O. Box #523, Brunswick, Ohio 444212 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/





























