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Are you bored? 
Want to serve our 
Veterans 
community?  

We are currently 
looking for                
individuals that would 
like to volunteer in the 
following areas: 
ß Guitar players 
ß Basic yoga in-
structor 

ß Musicians for mu-
sic therapy 

ß Mindful breathing 
instructor 

 
If interested please 
contact our office at 
(330) 722-9368  

General Order No. 11 
Washington DC May 5, 1868 

Headquarters, Grand Army of the Republic 

Memorial Day evolved in the after-
math of the Civil War. At that time, 
each town honored its fallen sol-
diers separately. Then, in 1868, re-
tired Union General John Logan 
organized the first national Decora-
tion Day. Serving as commander-
in-chief of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, an organization of Union 
Veterans, Logan ordered local posts 
to honor the fallen on May 30, 1868 
by "strewing with flowers or other-
wise decorating the graves of com-
rades, who died in defense of their 
country." 
One month later, Congress estab-
lished a national Memorial Day, 
although Americans did not cele-
brate it in unity until after the First 
World War. 
 
General John A. Logan's General 
Order 11 (Memorial Day Order) 
 
I. The 30th day of May, 1868, is 
designated for the purpose of strew-
ing with flowers or otherwise deco-
rating the graves of comrades who 
died in defense of their country dur-
ing the late rebellion, and whose 
bodies now lie in almost every city, 
village, and hamlet church-yard in 
the land. In this observance no form 
of ceremony is prescribed, but posts 
and comrades will in their own way 

arrange such fitting services and 
testimonials of respect as circum-
stances may permit. 
 
We are orga-
nized, com-
rades, as our 
regulations 
tell us, for 
the purpose 
among other 
things, "of 
preserving 
and strength-
ening those 
kind and fra-
ternal feelings which have bound 
together the soldiers, sailors, and 
marines who united to suppress the 
late rebellion." What can aid more 
to assure this result than cherishing 
tenderly the memory of our heroic 
dead, who made their breasts a bar-
ricade between our country and its 
foes? Their soldier lives were the 
reveille of freedom to a race in 
chains, and their deaths the tattoo of 
rebellious tyranny in arms. We 
should guard their graves with sa-
cred vigilance. All that the conse-
crated wealth and taste of the nation 
can add to their adornment and se-
curity is but a fitting tribute to the 
memory of her slain defenders. Let 
no wanton 

Continued on page 8 
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans to 

the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 
Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours of 
9:00 am and 12:00 pm.  

 
Tell them you are a van rider. 

 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Louis Stokes VAMC 
10701 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 
Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  
medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 
Akron, OH 44319 

Phone: (330) 724-7715 
 

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency, you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital. 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/
https://www.youtube.com/@medinacvso
https://www.linkedin.com/company/medina-county-veterans-service-office/
https://www.instagram.com/mcvso/


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission & Staff 

 

Jim Hoessle; President 

 

Phillip Grassa; Vice President  

 

John Lawrence; Commissioner  

   

Curt Schwehm; Commissioner 

 

Mark Roberts; Secretary 

 
                       Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Sue Boggs 
 
Service Officer 
Mark Phillipp 
SSgt, USMC (retired) 
 
Service Officer 
Danielle Sampson 
SPC, U.S. Army Reserve 
 
Community Relations Specialist 
Jason Kaiser 
 
Intake Specialist / Admin. Assistant 
Kirstyn Martin 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveterans.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meeting: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00 pm. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  
Service Officer 

Well here we are again the month 
of May! Spring is hopefully right 
around the corner and here to stay. 
May is always a busy month for 
our veterans and the organizations 
they serve. The 1st is Loyalty Day 
and we wind it down with Memo-
rial Day the last Monday of the 
month. Along with several other 
days in between commemorating 
veterans, our armed forces and 
their families. So needless to say 
everyone is quite busy in the 
month of May. Check you local 
community or veterans organiza-
tion for what might be going on in 
your community and of course 
how you can partake in these 
events. Theyôre not just for veter-
ans, they are for the entire commu-
nity.  

Weôve been very busy here at the 
office and have a ton of things go-
ing on. Everything from getting 
your feet massaged to art class and 
weôve just started up our Tai Chi 
classes and Veterans walks in the 
county parks. Another great oppor-
tunity to get out and have some 
fun. Donôt be shy, no one is too 
old, not too young or too tall or too 
short well you get the idea. So give 
us a call and see what we have 
going on that might fit your daily 
schedule. Itôs a great opportunity 
to get out and meet some new vet-
erans and have some fun. All of 
these events take place on sight n 
the Community Room except for 
the walks they are at a different 
Medina County pPark for each 

walk. You just might win some-
thing for the best piece of art work, 
or completing a set number of 

walks 
you nev-
er know.  

We are 
happy to 
an-
nounce 
the offi-

cial launch of the Medina County 
Guitars for Vets Facebook page! 
As of right now we are still look-
ing for instructors. The only quali-
fication for potential instructors is 
to know how to play guitar, and 
have a willingness to teach. If you 
are interested in being an instruc-
tor, please contact 
oh.medinacounty@guitarsforvets.o
rg or call 330-722-9368.  

Flag pick up for the various ceme-
teries has been scheduled so that 
all the groups that decorate the 
cemeteries for Memorial Day have 
the supply they need well before 
Memorial Day. Our office was 
aware of the markers and old flags 
at the old Beebe Town Cemetery 
and had them all replaced in April. 
We want to thank the person wo 
made our office 
aware of the situation.  

I want thank ñAngels 
in Blue Jeansò for 
assisting an elderly 
WWII veteranôs  wid-
ow by helping fund 
and assemble a ramp 
for her. We just 
couldn't do all we do without our 
community partners that provide 
so much to our veterans here with-
in our community.   

Myself and the entire staff here at 
the MCVSO want to wish every-
one a heartfelt thank you for all 
you do for our veterans.  

Have a safe and enjoyable        
Memorial Day.   
 

Sincerely, Ed Zackery   

Director/CVSO | Medina County 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
mailto:oh.medinacounty@guitarsforvets.org
mailto:oh.medinacounty@guitarsforvets.org
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How to Contact Your       
Congressional                   

Representatives 2025  
 
 
  

Congressman Max Miller (R) 
7 District 
Medina Office 
72 Public Square 
Medina, OH 44256 
Phone: (330) 661-6654 
Washington, DC Office 
143 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-3876 
 
Senator Bernie Moreno (R) 
Cleveland Office 
1301 East Ninth St.  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Phone: (216) 522-7272 
Fax: (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free: 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2315 
Fax: (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Vacant 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street, Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199  
Phone: (216) 539-7877 
Washington, DC Office 
B40-C Dirksen Senate Office 
Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone: (202) 224-3353 

What is 988? 
The Veterans Crisis Line's 
new number ð988 then 
Press 1 ð helps make it eas-
ier to remember and share 
the number to access help in 
times of need. 

http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
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Ohio offers military 
license plates to hon-
or the sacrifice and 
accomplishment of 
those who serve in 
the military. 

¶ There are no addi-
tional fees for these 
license plates. 

¶ Registrant eligibility 
requires documenta-
tion depending on 
plate selection. 

Alpha Epsilon (SAE). I held many 
chairs during my time in the fraterni-
ty, including Education, Brother-
hood, and Treasurer. After four years 
at Bowling Green State University, I 
graduated with my bachelorôs degree 
in business marketing in 2024.  I did 
get to have a ceremony for my col-
lege graduation. 

 After college, I moved back home to 
Brunswick with my parents and start-
ed my job hunt. In September of 
2024, I started here at the MCVSO. 
Since starting my position here, I 
have felt very fulfilled with the op-
portunity to help veterans in my 
community find programs that work 
best for them. I am very grateful for 
this opportunity. 

Jason Kaiser 

Outreach Specialist / Community 
Relations 

Hello, it is finally summertime eve-
ryone! My name is Jason Kaiser, 
and I have been the Outreach Spe-
cialist / Community Relations per-
son at the Medina County Veterans 
Service Office (MCVSO) for the 
last six months. This is my first job 
out of college, and I can honestly 
say I love what I do.  

 A little background about myself. I 
have lived in Medina County my 
entire life. I attended Brunswick 
City schools from pre-K through 
grade 12. I graduated from Bruns-
wick High School in 2020. As you 
can imagine, my senior year of high 
school was different from most, be-
ing at the peak of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. I did not get a graduation 
ceremony or a prom. But I did have 
the longest senior skip day ever! 

 After high school, I attended Bowl-
ing Green State University (BGSU), 
where I studied marketing. My first 
year at college was also shaped by 
Covid, as I was not allowed to leave 
my dorm. My second year of col-
lege, things finally started getting 
back to normal. After being in quar-
antine for so long, I was more than 
ready to get out of my dorm and ex-
perience college. That is when I 
joined my college fraternity Sigma 
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Saturday, May 24 

¶ Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery, 9:00AM: FLAGS FOR MEMORIAL DAY will be taking place on Satur-
day, May 25 at 9:00 a.m. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Volunteers: please RSVP to Nicole Claar at ni-
cole.claar@va.gov by May 14th to participate in flag laying.  

 
Sunday, May 25 

¶ Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery, 10:00AM: The ceremony will start at 10:00AM. Parking will be limited 
this year, so please make arrangements to carpool or be transported to the cemetery.  

¶ York Township, 3:00PM: The Parade will start at the York Methodist Church at 3:00PM.  The route is from the 
Church to the York Township cemetery at 6800 Norwalk Rd Medina.  There will be a service at the cemetery. 

¶ Litchfield Township, 1:30PM: Sunday, May 26, 2024. Remembrance walk starting at 1:30PM at the Town Hall and 
will end at the cemetery. 

 

Monday, May 26 

¶ Brunswick, The cityôs Memorial Day program will be held at 9:00 AM at Brunswick Middle School, with the parade to Westview 

Cemetery. More information is available from Pat Finn at 216-272-4361. 

¶ Chatham Township, 10:00AM Circle Park/Memorial Hall 6299 Avon lake Rd. Walk to cemetery. 

¶ Granger Township, 9:00AM Start at Highland Middle School, end at Granger Fairview Cemetery. 

¶ Hinckley Township, 9:00AM:  The parade will begin at 9:00AM at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church at 1088 Ridge Road and 

will proceed to the Veteran War Memorial Park for a wreath laying ceremony and a moment of silence. The parade will then con-

tinue to its final destination of the Administration Building at 1410 Ridge Road for the final ceremony. 

¶ Lodi, American Legion Post 523 will host a parade lining up at 8:30AM. and beginning at 9:00AM from the American Legion Hall 

through the center of town to Woodlawn Cemetery.  

¶ Medina, 10:00AM: The cityôs Memorial Day festivities begin at the Medina County Courthouse on Public Square. There will be a 

brief ceremony at 10:00AM and a parade to Spring Grove Cemetery and guest speaker. 

¶ Medina, 1:15PM: Vietnam Veterans Memorial; Medina 1:15 PM sponsored by the Medina County VVA Chapter 

#385. 

¶ Seville, 1:00 PM The parade begins at in front of Seville Baptist Church. Parade ends at Mount Hill Cemetery with reading of 

names.  

¶ Sharon Township, 9:00AM: Monday, May 26,  2025.  Kickoff is at 9:00AM at Sharon Corporate Park. There is a ceremony on 

Sharon Circle once the parade reaches the circle.  Parade watchers can set up their chairs in the circle.  If anyone wants to partici-

pate in the parade, line up for the parade is at The Sharon Corporate Park around 8:30Am and parade kick off is at 9AM. Also, we 

have free coffee, juice and donuts for the community! 

¶ Spencer, 9:00AM: Starts at village offices, ends at cemetery 

¶ Valley City / Liverpool Township, 10:30AM: Line up is at 10:30AM at the Twp. Offices and step-off at 11:00AM ending at the 

VFW Hall on Center Rd. where there will be a brief ceremony. As always this will be a solemn/silent parade. 

¶ Wadsworth, 10:15AM The parade will form at in front of the American Legion and VFW Hall, and step off at 10:30AM.  The 

Wadsworth American Legion will be serving a Memorial Day breakfast. 

¶ Westfield Center, 11:00AM: Line up at 10:30 in Westfield Park. Concludes at Greenwich Rd. Cemetery, Veterans encouraged to 
walk in parade.  

Have a safe Memorial Day!  

Memorial Day Events Around Medina County 
(be sure to check dates and times with your local 
newspaper or township committees for accuracy) 

mailto:nicole.claar@va.gov
mailto:nicole.claar@va.gov
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So far we have held three of 
these events. Weôve moved the 
times to the first Wednesday of 
the month at 9:00am. They are 
held in the community room  
and we have coffee and donuts. 
Topics have ranged from ñDo I 
need a NEXUS Statementò to 
ñHow the VA rates my claimò. 
Weôre trying to cover topics that 
we think our veterans are inter-
ested in. Its open to any veteran 
and their family members if 
they so wish to attend. If there's 
a topic you would like us to add 
please let us know. Itôs a time 

for you to come out and have 
some coffee with us and ask us 
any question you like about VA 
benefits.  A safe space where 
we can be upfront and talk 
about what you might want to 
hear.  

So what's a ñTEDò Talk? A 
TED Talk is a short presenta-
tion that focuses on a specific 
subject and typically last only 
15-minutes.  

So why are they called TED 
Talks, did a guy named Ted 
come up with them? No, They 
are called TED Talks because 
originally they focused on 
Technology, Entertainment or 
Design subject matters.  

For our purpose we are going 

to apply the acronym (TED) as 
follows:  

1. Transition: Veterans often 
face significant transi-
tionsðfrom military ser-
vice to civilian life, from 
combat zones to home.  

2. Empowerment: Highlight-
ing stories of veterans who 
have overcome challenges 
and empowered themselves 
and others.  

3. Diversity: Veterans bring 
diverse perspectives, skills, 
and backgrounds.   

+~ppkk µs®r ^ +VNBÏ fªs|q« ·~¯ êP/-ë P^zy«Ó 

Are you 
someone that 
enjoys the 
outdoors? 

Keep an eye out for 
nature walk with a 
CVSO! Starting this 
Spring. 

ß Explore the parks 
that Medina Coun-
ty has to offer 

ß Meet other vets in 
Medina County 

ß Talk with a CVSO 
in a casual envi-
ronment  

If interested please 
contact 
jkaiser@medinacounty
veterans.org  

mailto:jkaiser@medinacountyveterans.org
mailto:jkaiser@medinacountyveterans.org
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614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2025  

 

Sharon A. Ray (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 069  
Columbus Office 
77 S. High St. 
13th Floor #1384 
Columbus, OH. 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-8140  
Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov  
 
Melanie Miller (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 67 
Columbus Office                         
77 High St. 11th Floor               
Columbus, OH 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-0961  
Fax: (614) 719-3998  
www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-
miller  
 
Senator Mark Romanchuk (R) 
Ohio Senate | District 022 Senate  
Columbus Office 
Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square, 1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone: (614) 466-7505 

Wheelchair accessible 
van now in service 

We have a 
new van we  
added to the 
fleet January 
1st. If your 
wheelchair 
bound and 
need to go to 

your VA appointment let us 
know.  

foot tread rudely on such hal-
lowed grounds. Let pleasant 
paths invite the coming and 
going of reverent visitors and 
fond mourners. Let no vandal-
ism of avarice or neglect, no 
ravages of time testify to the 
present or to the coming gener-
ations that we have forgotten as 
a people the cost of a free and 
undivided republic. 
 
If other eyes grow dull, other 
hands slack, and other hearts 
cold in the solemn trust, ours 
shall keep it well as long as the 
light and warmth of life remain 
to us. 
 
Let us, then, at the time ap-
pointed gather around their sa-
cred remains and garland the 
passionless mounds above 
them with the choicest flowers 
of spring-time; let us raise 
above them the dear old flag 
they saved from dishonor; let 
us in this solemn presence re-
new our pledges to aid and as-
sist those whom they have left 
among us a sacred charge upon 
a nation's gratitude, the sol-
dier's and sailor's widow and 
orphan. 
 
II. It is the purpose of the Com-
mander-in-Chief to inaugurate 
this observance with the hope 
that it will be kept up from year 
to year, while a survivor of the 
war remains to honor the 
memory of his departed com-
rades. He earnestly desires the 
public press to lend its friendly 
aid in bringing to the notice of 
comrades in all parts of the 

country in time for simultaneous 
compliance therewith. 
 
III. Department commanders will 
use efforts to make this order ef-
fective. 
 
By order of 
JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Commander-in-Chief 
 
 N.P. CHIPMAN, 
Adjutant General 
Official: 
WM. T. COLLINS, A.A.G. 
 
Fly your Flag at half-staff from 
sun-up till noon in honor of the 
dead, then raise it to full-staff 
to celebrate the living! 

 
Since that very first Decoration 
Day Americans have come to-
gether to honor those that have 
been lost in battle. Nonetheless 
on Memorial Day we fly the flag 
at half staff from sun-up until 
noon at which time it is raised to 
full-staff until sun-down. This 
unique custom honors the war 
dead for the morning and living 
veterans for the rest of the day. 
This tradition predates an army 
regulation of 1906 and was codi-
fied in US U.S. Code Title 4, 
Section 6, with the proclamation, 
ñFor the nation lives, and the 
flag is a symbol of illumination,ò 
explaining how the noon flag-
raising symbolizes the persis-
tence of 
the na-
tion in 
the face 
of loss. 

mailto:rep69@ohiohouse.gov
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
http://iava.org/
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include 
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops. 

Check out the latest information on the web at Joint Veterans 
Coalition of Medina County, Ohio - Medina County Veterans 
Service Office  
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Joseph J. Destro; Medina County Veteran of the Year 2025 
 

Joe is a life member of VVA Chapter 385 and has served as its treasurer over the past 20 
years. He is also a VFW life member since 2005, AMVETS Post 1990 member since 
2007, and member of American Legion Post 234, currently serving as Second Vice. 

Destro has served as a Medina County Veterans Service Office Commissioner from No-
vember 2005 to November 2007 and January 2009 until December 2022 and served as 
Vice President during his last 10 years. 

In 2015, with his accounting background, Joe was instrumental in establishing The Me-
dina County Veterans Memorial Fund, a 501 (C) (3) non-profit supporting veterans and 

veteran activities in Medina County and raising more than $400,000 for veterans and their families 
since its inception.  

Destro assisted, through the years, in raising more than $50,000 in support of ñTank The Truckò to 
support the Feeding Medina County program. In 2021 he established the Hometown Heroôs Banner 
Program in Brunswick; he helped start the Joint Veterans Coalition program in 2012 and works with 
disabled veterans at the Cleveland Wade Park VA Center. 

 

Judge Gary F. Werner; Medina County Veteran Advocate of the Year 2025 
 

In 2021, on his own volition, Judge Werner established the Medina County Valor Court, a 
specialized court dedicated to county veterans who find themselves involved in the justice 
system. Many struggle with substance abuse, PTSD or other issues. 

The Valor Court is led by Judge Werner, Medina Municipal Court Justice, whose court did 
not require this additional responsibility, but he brought this program into his court to 
help veterans. The Valor Court is led by Werner and includes licensed treatment providers, 
law-enforcement, veteransô service agencies, court personnel and a ñMentor Corpsò (all 
veterans themselves).  At the beginning there were only two tracks for vets to enter the 
program. Werner increased it to four tracks.  His program is recommended by the Ohio 
Supreme Court.  

With Wernerôs guidance, the Medina County Valor Court has achieved remarkable outcomes, includ-
ing reduced recidivism and improved mental health among participants. To date, the Valor Court 
program has 34 participants and has graduated 24. Judge Wernerôs vision and dedication has had a 
profound impact on the Medina County veteran community.   

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
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VA names nine additional facilities that will deploy 
Federal EHR in 2026 

IN) 

¶ Richard L. Roudebush 
VAMC (Indianapolis, IN) 

¶ Alaska VA Healthcare Sys-
tem (Anchorage, AK) 

The nine sites announced today 
were chosen following planning 
sessions among officials from 
VAôs Electronic Health Record 
Modernization Integration Of-
fice, regional and local VA 
medical leaders, VA clinicians 
and EHR vendor Oracle Health. 

ñWe are excited to bring Veter-
ans in Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio 
and Alaska a modern medical 
record system that will result in 
improvements to care, coordi-
nation and convenience. The 
Federal EHR is integrated 
across all VA and Department 
of Defense components, ena-
bling seamless data exchange 
while enhancing care, safety 
and customer service for pa-
tients,ò said VA Secretary Doug 
Collins. 

The Federal EHR system VA 
will deploy at a total of 13 sites 
in 2026 is the same electronic 
health record that is already op-
erated by the Department of 
Defense, and the system will 
improve customer service and 
convenience for both VA and 
DOD patients. 

The department previous-
ly announced in December 
2024 that four VA sites in 
Michigan ð VA Battle Creek 
Medical Center, VA Detroit 
Healthcare System, VA Ann 
Arbor Healthcare System, and 
VA Saginaw Healthcare System 
ð would go live with the EHR 
in 2026. Full implementation of 
the Federal EHR system at eve-
ry VA facility is expected as 
early as 2031. 

VA is pursuing a market-based 
approach to site selection for its 
deployments going forward. 
This will enable the department 
to scale up the number of con-
current deployments, while also 
enabling staff to work as effi-
ciently as possible. 

VA will adopt a standard base-
line of products, workflows and 
integrations aligned with sub-
ject-matter-expert recommenda-
tions. The standardized national 
baseline will ensure successful 
Federal EHR implementation, 
accelerate deployments, simpli-
fy decision-making and support 
future optimizations. 

For more information about 
VAôs overall EHR moderniza-
tion effort, see here. 

### 

Sites are located in Ohio, 
Kentucky, Indiana and 
Alaska  
 
For Immediate Release 
March 31, 2025, 11:00 am 
 

WASHINGTON ð The U.S. 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs today announced the 
complete list of additional 
medical facilities at which it 
will deploy the Federal Elec-
tronic Health Record system 
in 2026 under its accelerated 
deployment schedule. 

The nine additional VA medi-
cal centers and their associat-
ed clinics that will go live 
with the EHR in 2026 are as 
follows: 

¶ Cincinnati VAMC-Fort 
Thomas (Fort Thomas, 
KY) 

¶ Chillicothe VAMC 
(Chillicothe, OH) 

¶ Cincinnati VAMC 
(Cincinnati, OH) 

¶ Dayton VAMC (Dayton, 
OH) 

¶ Louis Stokes Cleveland 
VAMC (Cleveland, OH) 

¶ Fort Wayne VAMC (Fort 
Wayne, IN) 

¶ Marion VAMC (Marion, 

https://digital.va.gov/ehr-modernization/
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Challenge Coin Funds go towards 
the Medina County Veterans    
Memorial Fund 501c3 

Helping Veterans and their fami-
lies in Medina County 

We have a dental  
program for Veterans 
with limited income, 
give us a call to see if 
you are eligible. 

Our annual Vietnam Veterans 
luncheon was again a huge suc-
cess and we had about 75 vet-
erans and family members 
come out for the ceremony and 
luncheon. Weôd like to thank 

County Com-
missioner Col-
leen Swedyk 
who  was on 
hand to say a 
few words of 
her families 
experience dur-
ing the war. It 
was also the 

first time we displayed the Me-
dina County Vietnam Veterans 
History Project  in at least six 

years.  

Everyone seemed excited to be 
there and view the panels once 
again Click here to view 
online. This will be the last 
year that we will display the 
full panels with the end of the 
50th Anniversary of the War 
coming to a close this year. 
The official end date of the Vi-
etnam War is April 30, 1975, 
Vietnam Veterans will have 

been honored at 
this years All 
Vetrans & Mili-
tary Banquet 
which was held 
on April 25th. The Banquet is 
sponsored by the Joint Veterans 
Coalition of Medina County. 
There will also be a special cere-
mony honoring our Vietnam Vet-
erans as well as other eras at the 
ñColors of Honor of Medina 
Countyò  event which will take 
place August 15th-17th in Bruns-
wick. The event is sponsored by 
the Medina County Veterans Me-
morial Fund 501c3 see page 14-
16 for details.  

The Memorial itself is set have a 
good cleaning and some minor 
maintenance completed prior to 
this yearôs Memorial Day events. 
The brickwork itself needs a 
good scrub-
bing and the 
black granite 
memorial is 
set to be 
cleaned, pol-
ished and 
resealed.   

This will be 
the last an 
final event for the 50th Anniver-
sary commemoration here in Me-
dina County. Our office antici-
pates we will continue  the lunch-
eons and ceremonies each March 
to commemorate our Vietnam 
Veterans though.  

Vietnam Veterans Commemoration 
& 50th Anniversary 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Vietnam-War-History-Project.pdf
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Vietnam-War-History-Project.pdf
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In February our entire team here at the Medina County 
Veterans Service Office were afforded a tour of the Oho 
Veterans Home in Sandusky. Supereminent Terry 
Holecek and Administrator Kimberly Corrigan led the 
tour as we were briefed by various staff. Ohio Depart-
ment of Veterans Service Director Debroah Ashenhurst 
even showed up to talk about some much needed renova-
tions that are taking place at both Sandusky and 
Georgetown homes.  It was a good opportunity for our 
staff to learn about the homes and what they have to of-
fer our veterans. We were able to see firsthand how won-
derful they are and also were delighted to find the cui-
sine was great! If youôd like to set up a tour for yourself 
to see if itôs a fit for you, use the link below or call our 
office. Ohio Veterans Homes!  

On March 27th Steve J. Jeziorski Became Medi-
na Countyôs newest centurion. Mr. Jeziorski was 
born in Cleveland, Ohio and has been a resident 
of Medina County for most of his adult life.  

He served in the United States Army from 7 Ju-
ly 1943 to 28 January 1946. He served with the 
415th Infantry Division in Europe during World 
War II and participated in the Northern France, 
Rhineland Campaigns and Central Europe Cam-
paigns as a truck driver. As Medina Countyôs 
newest Centenarian Veteran, The Veterans Ser-
vice Commission presented him with a chal-
lenge coin and certificate. Thank you for your 
service and your bravery Mr. Jeziorski, Happy 
Birthday! 

Chad Wise had his book signing at the Veterans Me-
morial Hall last month. The Book, ñVeterans Among 
Usò was Chads way of giving back to the veterans 
community of Medina County. For many people in 
today's culture, history is often relegated to simply 
memorizing important names, relevant places, and 
specific dates. However in this book Chad Wise 
shows that history is the fabric of the background 
against which our world today is set. In a world in 
which it has become easier by the day to bury our 
heads in our phones and walk by people on the street 
without paying them a moment's notice, this collec-
tion reminds readers that everyone has a story.  

There are approximately 70 Medina County Veter-
ans featured in the book. If you were one of them 
that interviewed with Chad and have not received 
your free copy please contact our office. The book 
was sponsored by the Medina County Veterans Me-
morial Fund and additional copies can be purchased 
for $30 each. 

https://dvs.ohio.gov/veterans-homes/sandusky/welcome-to-sandusky
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