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Are you bored? 
Want to serve our 
Veterans 
community?  

We are currently 
looking for                
individuals that would 
like to volunteer in the 
following areas: 
ß Guitar players 
ß Basic yoga in-
structor 

ß Musicians for mu-
sic therapy 

ß Mindful breathing 
instructor 

 
If interested please 
contact our office at 
(330) 722-9368  

Weôre Baaaaack! 
...at 210 Northland Dr.  

On November 1st, we plan to open 
back up in our remodeled building 
at 210 Northland Dr. Medina, Ohio 
44256. We will close our office on 
October 29, 30 and 31 in order to 
move. 

We are excited to be in this beauti-
ful new space and eager to serve 
our veterans. We want to welcome 
you all to our ñRibbon Cutting Cer-
emonyò on Wednesday, November 
13th at 1:00pm. Weôll have a flag 
raising ceremony, some brief 
speeches and of course a tour and 
some snacks. If you cant make it 
for the ribbon cutting just stop by 
and say hello.  

The entrance is in the same spot on 
the righthand side of the building. 
When you enter you will notice a 
new larger reception room. Weôve 
added two additional offices and a 
larger intake office which will 
make serving our veterans and their 
families faster and easier.  

On the left side of the original 

building youôll notice a large gar-
age to park and service our fleet of 
vehicles. To the right of the garage 
there is a new entrance. This serves 
as the entrance to the community 
room.  

The community room will be used 
for programs and innovative types 
of therapy. The Vet Center will be 
moving into the community room 
also. Were hoping to start utilizing 
the space as soon as possible and 
publish a calendar online the first of 
the year as well as in our Winter 
2025 newsletter.  

We are currently looking for indi-
vidual's that would like to volunteer 
in the following areas: 

Ý Guitar players 
Ý Basic yoga instructor 
Ý Musicians for music therapy 
Ý Mindful breathing instructor 
 
If interested please contact our of-
fice at (330) 722-9368 and ask for 
our Community Relations Person. 

http://iava.org/
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 
to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 
Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 
of 9:00 am and 12:00 pm.  

 
Tell them you are a van rider. 

 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Louis Stokes VAMC 
10701 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 
Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  
medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 
Akron, OH 44319 

Phone: (330) 724-7715 
 

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency, you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital. 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission & Staff 

 

Jim Hoessle; President 

 

Phillip Grassa; Vice President  

 

John Lawrence; Commissioner  

   

Curt Schwehm; Commissioner 

 

Mark Roberts; Secretary 

 
                       Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Sue Boggs 
 
Service Officer 
Mark Phillipp 
SSgt, USMC (retired) 
 
Service Officer 
Danielle Sampson 
SPC, U.S. Army Reserve 
 
Community Relations Specialist 
Jason Kaiser 
 
Intake Specialist / Admin. Assistant 
Vacant 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveterans.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meeting: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00 pm. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  
Service Officer 

Well chilly weather is upon us and 
it seems the leaves have fallen 
very early this year. Veterans Day 
is right around the corner and and 
we have several events going on 
that weekend. We start off with a 
concert at Saint Francis Xavier 
Church on Wednesday, November 
6th followed up with a open house 
at the Medina County Veterans 
Memorial Hall that Saturday, No-
vember 9th. We will have the VA 
there to answer any questions you 
may have about VA benefits. On 
Sunday we have another music 
event at the Medina Performing 
Arts Center. 

Aside from moving back into our 
remodeled  space we also have 
some personal changes.  Danielle, 
Our intake person upfront you 
have probably talked with when 
you checked in as she has been our 
intake person for the past year, 
will be training as a Veteran Ser-
vice Officer for the next year. That 
has left our intake position vacant 
and we hope to fill that position 
soon. I also want to welcome Ja-
son to the team. Jason is our new 
community relations person and 
will be managing our programs 
and outreach. Jasen is a recent 
graduate of Bowling Green with a 
degree in marketing.  

Earlier I mentioned the building 
and remodeled space. I, canôt say 
enough about it and were excited 
to serve our veterans in it. It is just 
a building, but we hope to make it 
so much more. We want it to be a 

space that serves those that served.  

I would like to thank everyone that 
was involved in the hard work that 
it took to get here. Envelope Con-
sulting was the Architect who de-
signed and oversaw the construc-
tion, Fiorilli Construction the gen-
eral contractor who built and re-
modeled the new space, the Medi-
na County Maintenance supervisor 
and the wonderful team over there 
helped with all the moving back 
and forth, the Medina County 
Commissioners for financing the 
project and green lighting it from 
the beginning, the Medina County 
Clerk of Court for assistance with 
some financing when we needed 
additional funding, the Veterans 
Service Commissioners and our 
staff here for putting up with all 
the hysteria and craziness during 
the move and relocations., and all 
the workers and contractors who 
put their sweat into the project 
knowing its importance.  

Thank you! 

We are kicking off our ñTank the 
Truckò for the holiday season and 
need your help. We are once again 
collecting laundry detergent and 
sundries for Feeding Medina 
Countyôs distribution in Decem-
ber. Tank the Truck assists veter-
ans as well as the entire communi-
ty. Last year we distributed more 
than 800 bottles of laundry deter-
gent and sundries throughout Me-
dina County, as well as more than 
125 Christmas meals for Veteran's 
and their families.  

Donôt forget to stop by for our rib-
bon cutting ceremony on Wednes-
day, November 13th at 1:00pm, all 
are welcome.  

Feel free to contact me or attend a 
board meeting if you have ques-
tions or concerns.  
 

Sincerely, 

Ed Zackery             
Director/CVSO | Medina County 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
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In advance of the upcoming Veterans Day holiday, Medina County announced plans to illuminate 
the Courthouse buildings green from November 1st through the 15th as part of Operation Green 
Light for Veterans. This is a nationwide effort uniting counties to support military veterans. The ini-
tiative, led by the National Association of Counties (NACo), raises awareness around the unique 
challenges faced by many veterans and the resources available at the county, state, and federal levels 
to assist veterans and their families.  

In addition to lighting the county courthouse building on Medina Square, residents, businesses and 
other organizations are en-
couraged to participate by 
simply changing one light 
bulb in their home to a green 
bulb. This can be an exterior 
light that neighbors and pass-
ersby see, or an interior light 
that sparks a conversation 
with friends. By shining a 
green light, we let our veter-
ans know that they are seen, 
appreciated, and supported. 

ñOperation Green Light is a 
gesture of support and appre-
ciation for the public service 
of our veterans,ò said NACo 
Executive Director Matthew Chase. ñWith hundreds of counties coming together to light everything 
from bridges to courthouses, we know veterans across the country will see and feel the gratitude we 
all feel for their service and sacrifices.ò 

Medina County to Participate in 

OPERATION GREEN LIGHT FOR VETERANS 2024  

 In 1921, America em-
barked on a solemn process to 
select an unidentified World 
War I soldier for burial in Ar-
lington National Cemetery. 
Painstaking steps were under-
taken to ensure that the de-

ceased military member who 
ultimately was selected for that 
honor could never be identi-
fied. 

 As a result, in all proba-
bility, we will never know the 
identity of America's Unknown 
Soldier of World War I. But we 
do know the name of the un-
likely individual on whose 
shoulders fell the decision for 
making the final choice. 

 In March 1921, Con-
gress authorized burial of an 
unidentified American soldier  

who had been 
killed during 
World War I. 
Internment in 
Arlington Na-
tional Ceme-
tery was desig-
nated to take 
place on Armi-
stice Day, No-
vember 11, 1921.  

 During the 'war to end 
all wars', America lost 77,000 
young 

SERGEANT EDWARD F. YOUNGER 
The Warrior Who Chose America's Unknown Soldier 

Continued on page 9 
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How to Contact Your       
Congressional                   

Representatives 2024  
  

Congressman Max Miller (R) 
7 District 
Medina Office 
72 Public Square 
Medina, OH 44256 
Phone: (330) 661-6654 
Washington, DC Office 
143 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-3876 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland Office 
1301 East Ninth St.  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Phone: (216) 522-7272 
Fax: (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free: 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2315 
Fax: (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator J.D. (James) Vance (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street, Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199  
Phone: (216) 539-7877 
Washington, DC Office 
B40-C Dirksen Senate Office 
Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone: (202) 224-3353 

What is 988? 
The Veterans Crisis Line's 
new number ð988 then 
Press 1 ð helps make it eas-
ier to remember and share 
the number to access help in 
times of need. 

http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
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Ohio offers military 
license plates to hon-
or the sacrifice and 
accomplishment of 
those who serve in 
the military. 

¶ There are no addi-
tional fees for these 
license plates. 

¶ Registrant eligibility 
requires documenta-
tion depending on 
plate selection. 

who need 
help, espe-
cially 
when they 
are your 
neighbors. 
My duties 
here at the 
office vary, but one of the main as-
pects of my job is to help people sub-
mit claims to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA). Up until Spring 
2024, I only did pension claims. 
These claims are usually for veterans 
or their widows who have excessive 
medical expenses, such as the high 
costs associated with living in an as-
sisted living facility or nursing home. 
If you know any veteran that lives in 
one of those places, please have them 
give me a call, because there is a 
chance that they might be eligible for 
benefits they may not have been 
aware of.  
 
More recently, I started doing claims 
for service-connected disabilities, 
with the goal of getting veterans 
compensated by the VA for condi-
tions they currently suffer from that 
were incurred during their time in the 
military. I also help Sue with finan-
cial assistance applications, provid-
ing local veterans and their families 
who are in a pinch. 
 
Somewhere along the way, I met a 
fellow widow, and we eventually 
blended families. We currently live 
together in Medina Township with 
our four combined kids and two 
dogs. 
 

Mark Phillipp 
County Veterans Service Officers  
 
My name is Mark Phillipp, and I am 
a Veterans Service Officer at the 
Medina County Veterans Service 
Office. I grew up in Brunswick and 
graduated from Brunswick High 
School early in the afternoon on 
June 5, 2005. Later that evening, I 
left for Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
Parris Island to begin my life as a 
Marine. I was stationed in North 
Carolina, Florida (twice), Virginia, 
Hawaii, California, and Illinois be-
fore retiring early after sixteen years 
of service. I went on four deploy-
ments: two to Iraq, one to the Medi-
terranean on the USS Ponce, and 
one to Haiti following the devastat-
ing earthquake in January 2010.  
 
I got married to my high school girl-
friend and had two kids at a young 
age, which made me grow up a little 
earlier than most people. In 2020, 
after fourteen years of marriage, she 
died suddenly and unexpectedly, 
leaving me a single parent to two 
teenagers while I was on active du-
ty. I applied ï and was ultimately 
approved ï for early retirement from 
the Marine Corps about a year later, 
in October 2021. 
 
Two months later, I was hired as a 
part-time driver, transporting veter-
ans to and from their medical ap-
pointments at the VA clinics in the 
area. I was then hired as a Veterans 
Service Officer in November 2022, 
a position that I love. There is no 
better feeling than to help people 
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men on 
the killing fields of France. Over 
22,000 of them were buried in 
four military cemeteries located 
near where they had fallen in 
battle. Of this number, the re-
mains of 958 souls had defied 
all efforts to identify them be-
fore burial. It was decided that 
one of them would become 
America's Unknown Soldier of 
World War I. 

 But which one? The US 
Army's Quartermaster General 
was assigned the task of making 
the difficult selection. A very 
complicated procedure was es-
tablished and then carried out in 
order to insure absolute ano-
nymity. 

 One unmarked grave 
each in the American cemeteries 

in Asine-Marne, Meuse- Ar-
gonne, Somme and St. Mihael, 
France was randomly selected. 
The bodies in those graves 
were exhumed and inspected to 
ensure that there was no evi-
dence of identity, rank or unit. 
An additional four graves had 
been marked as alternates, in 
case any of the original four 
were found to have any identi-
fying marks. None were found. 
As a further precaution, the 
first four's burial records were 
burned. 

 Placed in identical cas-
kets, the quartet of candidates 
were transported on October 
23, 1921, to the town hall in 
Chalons-sur Marne, in northern 
France. Present when the cas-
kets arrived there that afternoon 

were a huge number of Ameri-
can and French military and 
civilian dignitaries, and a 
French honor guard. 

 At 10 PM, a contingent 
of six American non-
commissioned officers who 
had fought in France during 
World War I arrived from their 
separate US Army units that 
were stationed in Germany. 
They had been told they were 
being sent there 
to serve as pall-
bearers. 

 What 
the six Ameri-
can pallbearers 
had not been 
told was that 
one of them 
was Continued on page 13 

Continued from page 5 
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614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2024  

 

Sharon A. Ray (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 069  
Columbus Office 
77 S. High St. 
13th Floor #1384 
Columbus, OH. 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-8140  
Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov  
 
Melanie Miller (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 67 
Columbus Office                         
77 High St. 11th Floor               
Columbus, OH 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-0961  
Fax: (614) 719-3998  
www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-
miller  
 
Senator Mark Romanchuk (R) 
Ohio Senate | District 022 Senate  
Columbus Office 
Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square, 1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone: (614) 466-7505 

Wheelchair accessible 
van now in service 

We have a 
new van we  
added to the 
fleet January 
1st. If your 
wheelchair 
bound and 
need to go to 

your VA appointment let us 
know.  

The purpose of the Medina Coun-
ty Veterans Memorial Fund 
501(c)(3), is to make a difference 
in the lives of Veterans and/or 
their families in times of financial 
need and to promote and support 
veteran activities throughout Me-
dina County. Your donation stays 
in Medina County to help the Vet-
erans of your community! 

You can make a tax deductible 
donation by mailing your check or 
money order to: 
Medina County Veterans Memo-
rial Fund 501(c)(3) 

P.O Box #523; Brunswick, Ohio 
44212 

 

The Medina County Veterans Me-
morial Fund 
501(c)(3) is not 
a part of the 
Medina County 
Veterans Ser-
vice Office. Any 
donations to 
our office go to 
the Medina 
County Veter-
ans Memorial Fund 501(c)(3) 

Medina County Veterans Memorial 
Fund 501c3, Assists County Veter-

ans, Donate Today! 

Veterans Day Concert 

Wednesday, November 6th, 2024 at 7:00pm 

St. Francis Xavier Church , Medina, Ohio 

A Veterans Day Concert by The Medina Community Band 
 

ñAmerica is Blessedò 
 

A community celebration at St. Francis Xavi-
er Church, 606 East Washington Street, Me-
dina.  

There is no admission charge for the pro-
gram and free parking is available. 

Conducting Staff 

¶ Marcus L. Neiman, conductor  

¶ Dr. Darren LeBeau, associate 
conductor 

¶ Matthew Hastings & Amy Muhl 
assistant conductors 

mailto:rep69@ohiohouse.gov
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include 
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops. 

Check out the latest information on the web at Joint Veterans 
Coalition of Medina County, Ohio - Medina County Veterans 
Service Office  

Wreaths Across America Honors Veterans at Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery: 2024 Event to Bring Together 
Community for Wreath-Laying Ceremony.  ð In 2024, volunteers and organizers from Wreaths Across America are once 
again preparing for a powerful day of remembrance at Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery in Rittman. The annual 
event, scheduled for Dec 14, aims to honor the service and sacrifice of our nationôs veterans by placing wreaths on their 
graves.  This year, the organization is calling on the community to surpass last yearôs participation, which saw 14,000 
wreaths placed across the cemetery grounds. With the cemeteryôs continued expansion, over 40,000 graves now exist, and 
organizers are determined to increase sponsorships and volunteer involvement to cover as many sites as possible. Contin-
ued donation information can be found at www.ohiowesternreserveladies.org/wreaths.  

**Parking and Shuttle Services for 2024** NEW THIS YEAR  Due to ongoing construction and limited on-site parking at 
the cemetery, only handicapped placard parking will be allowed at the cemetery. To facilitate smooth transportation, shut-
tles will be running throughout the day from two off-site locations:  Jarrett Trucking, 8860 Wooster Pike, Seville, OH 
44273 - Overflow parking will be directed from here. Shuttles will drop volunteers off at the cemeteryôs front entrance 
near the wreaths and volunteer sign-in tent. For those with mobility needs, a limited number of golf carts will be available 
to assist. Volunteers should be prepared to walk long distances as needed.  

Event Timeline for 2024: 9am -10 a.m.**: Trucks arrive, and advance setup begins. Grave-specific wreaths can be placed. 
PLEASE HAVE YOUR RECEIPT WITH YOU IF YOU ARE PLACING YOUR OWN 
GRAVE-SPECIFIC WREATH! (NEW IN 2024) - 10:00 a.m.**: A solemn ceremony will 
be held at the main flagpole to honor veterans. All wreath-laying activities will pause dur-
ing this time. -Post-Ceremony**: General wreath-laying will commence. Volunteers and 
donors are encouraged to sponsor wreaths by November 28, 2024
(www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/OH0022).   

The success of this annual event relies heavily on community involvement. Whether you're 
looking to volunteer, sponsor a wreath, or offer other forms of support, your participation is 
invaluable. To register as a volunteer or learn more about donation opportunities, visit the 
Wreaths Across America Ohio Western Reserve page. Please use our location code 
OHWRNR for all transactions to ensure your donation stays local.,  For media inquiries, 
additional information, or volunteer questions, please contact: Ohio Western Reserve La-
dies, ohiowesternreserveladies@gmail.com, 

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜΗ 
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ƴŀΣ hƘƛƻ ппнрс 

±C² Ірмот ¢.5 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мнΣ 
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{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ мнΣ фΥлл !a ¢.5 ¢.5 ¢.5 
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https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
http://www.ohiowesternreserveladies.org/wreaths
http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/OH0022
mailto:ohiowesternreserveladies@gmail.com
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VA proposes new legal services grant program to help Veterans up-
grade their military discharge status and increase access to earned 

benefits 

discharge determinations to en-
sure the department can provide 
services to deserving former 
service members ð including 
certain individuals who faced 
discrimination, survived sexual 
assault or harassment, struggled 
with their mental or physical 
health, or faced other challeng-
es while serving in the military. 
This change opened the door 
for former service members 
who had previously been found 
ineligible to reapply for VA 
care and benefits. 

ñWe encourage former service 
members with other than honor-
able discharges to apply for VA 
care and benefits today. Alt-
hough VA cannot change your 
discharge status, we want to 
provide you with any health 
care or benefits we can ð and 
we will work with you every 
step of the way to do exactly 
that,ò said VA Secretary Denis 
McDonough. ñWe also know 
that the process to navigate the 
review boards and determina-
tion process can be daunting ð 
but access to legal support can 
make all the difference, and we 
believe this new grant program 
will help fill that gap.ò 

This proposed program is a part 

of VAôs continued efforts to 
support and expand access to 
certain former service members 
with other-than-honorable and 
bad conduct discharge statuses. 
VA has conducted extensive 
outreach to these former service 
members in recent years, in-
creasing the number who ap-
plied for VA care or benefits. 
Over the past 10 years, VA has 
granted eligibility to 75% of 
former service members with 
other-than-honorable discharge 
status, equating to over 57,000 
individuals. 

In certain circumstances, indi-
viduals with an other-than-
honorable discharge status can 
qualify for VA programs and 
services if they receive a favor-
able outcome through a military 
service discharge review board, 
a board for correction of mili-
tary or naval records, or VAôs 
character of discharge determi-
nation. Key to this new pro-
posed program would be 
providing former service mem-
bers the legal assistance they 
need to navigate these process-
es. 

VA recognizes legal support 
can be critical to breaking down 
barriers to access VA services. 

WASHINGTON ð Today, 
the U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs proposed estab-
lishing a first-of-its-kind grant 
program aimed at increasing 
access to VA programs and 
benefits. The proposed pro-
gram would fund entities that 
provide legal support to help 
Veterans and former service 
members access VA pro-
grams, improve their military 
discharge status or characteri-
zation of service, and seek a 
review of a military record 
before a board of correction 
for military or naval records. 

The aim of this new program 
would be to increase access to 
VA programs and benefits ð 
including compensation and 
pension, education, health 
care, loans, national cemetery 
matters, and VA character of 
discharge determinations. 

VA and the Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration are committed to 
ensuring every Veteran gets 
the care, benefits, and repre-
sentation they deserve ð a 
commitment that is a key pil-
lar in President Bidenôs Unity 
Agenda for the nation. Earlier 
this year, VA amended its 
regulations on character of 

https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-rule-amending-regulations-discharge-determinations/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-rule-amending-regulations-discharge-determinations/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-rule-amending-regulations-discharge-determinations/


M  C  V  N P  13 

Challenge Coin Funds go towards 
the Medina County Veterans    
Memorial Fund 501c3 

Helping Veterans and their fami-
lies in Medina County 

We have a dental  
program for Veterans 
with limited income, 
give us a call to see if 
you are eligible. 

comment beginning Oct. 2, 2024 
(findable by searching for the 
rule on VAôs Federal Regis-
ter webpage). VA anticipates a 
notice of funding opportunity for 
this grant program to be pub-
lished following publication of 
the final rule. 

VAôs new Legal Services for 
Homeless Veterans and Veter-
ans At-Risk for Homelessness 
Grant Program, for in-
stance, recently awarded $11.5 
million in grants to 79 public 
and non-profit organizations in 
fiscal year 2024. 
The rulemaking can be viewed 
in the Federal Register un-
der public inspection, and will 
be published and open for 

to be 
randomly picked by Major 
Harbold, the officer in charge 
of the selection procedure to 
make the final choice of Amer-
ica's Unknown Soldier. That 
honor...and heavy emotional 
burden...went to Sergeant Ed-
ward F. Younger. Army rec-
ords do not indicate what 
prompted the major to select 
Sergeant Younger.  

 Perhaps the major was 
aware of the sergeant's war rec-
ord. Edward Younger, a native 
of Chicago, had enlisted in the 
army two months before Amer-
ica entered World War I. He 
was 18 years old when he was 
sent to France. He survived an 
influenza epidemic and being 
wounded twice while partici-
pating in four deadly offen-
sives between April 1917 and 
November 1918. The average 
life expectancy of an allied sol-
der fighting in the trenches was 
six weeks. By all accounts, Ed-
ward Younger shouldn't have 
still been alive when the 
fighting ended. 

 Edward Younger later 

described what took place on the 
morning of October 24, 1921, 
after he had been selected to 
make that final choice: 

 "When we lined up, Ma-
jor Harbold said that one of us 
was to be given the honor of se-
lection of the Unknown Soldier. 
He had a bouquet of pink and 
white roses, which he finally 
handed to me. 

 "Left alone in the room 
with the four coffins, I walked 
around them three times, then 
suddenly I stopped in front of the 
third coffin on the left. What 
caused me to stop I don't know. 
Something seemed to say: 'pick 
this one'. 

 "I placed the roses on that 
coffin and saluted. Then I left the 
room and reported to Major Har-
bold that my task was complet-
ed." 

 The body he had selected 
was then removed from its wood-
en casket and placed in an ornate 
metal one that had come from the 
United States. Draped with an 
American flag and topped by the 
roses, the pallbearers loaded the 
casket 

Continued on page 15 

Continued from page 9 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records













