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With the upcoming construction 
project, to nearly double the size of 
the Medina County Veterans Ser-
vice Offices footprint, we know that 
we will have to temporarily move 
out  of the building, we just donôt 
know when yet. We believe we will 
have to vacate the premises some-
time in the month of February for a 
period of six to nine months until 
the project is complete.  

We do  know that we will be relo-
cating to the lower level of the Me-
dina County Professional Building, 
located at 124 W. Washington, 
Suite B-4. Medina, Ohio 44256. 
The entrance to our temporary of-
fices will be in the back of the 
building. There is ample parking in 
the lot between the Professional 

Building and Miss Mollys Tea 
Room off W. Washington St. The 
back entrance is also wheelchair 
accessible.  Additional parking is 
available in the gravel lot in the 
back of the building  off S. 
Elmwood Ave.  

Why the expansion? Over the past 
several years the number of clients 
we see, as well as the services we 
provide, have continued to grow. 
This started even before 2020 and 
the pandemic. Since the end of the 
pandemic we have seen those num-
ber come back and continue to rise. 
The claims work has continued to 
grow more complex. I have briefed  
the commission of the rising num-
bers over the past several years and 
in 2019 told them something had to 
give. The brief reprieve of the pan-
demic and deal-

SCAN the QR CODE! 

Continued on Page 10 

Did you  know that 
the Joint Veterans 
Coalition of 
Medina Coun-
ty presents a 
Military Enlist-
ment Medal to 
all graduating 
seniors that are 
going into the 
military ser-
vice.  

Recognition of sacri-
fice and service be-
gins with raising 
your right hand! 
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 
to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 
Monday through Friday 

Parma CBOC 
Monday through Friday 

Akron CBOC 
Monday through Friday 

  
We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 
of 9:00 am and 12:00 pm.  

 
Tell them you are a van rider. 

 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Louis Stokes VAMC 
10701 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 
Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  
medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 
Akron, OH 44319 

Phone: (330) 724-7715 
 

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency, you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital. 

Vietnam Veterans Recognition Days  

March 29th is Na-
tional Vietnam 
Veterans Recogni-
tion Day and 
March 30th is Vi-
etnam Veterans 
Commemoration 

Day here in Ohio. Since those 
two days fall on Good Friday 
and the Saturday before Easter 
we will be having our annual 
commemoration ceremony and 
luncheon for Vietnam Veterans 
on Thursday, March 28th.  

There will be a short ceremony 
(weather permitting) held at 
10:30am at the Medina County    
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at 

210 Northland Dr. in Medina to 
commemorate our Vietnam 
Veterans prior to the lunch.  

If you are a Vietnam Veteran, 
we would like to invite  you to 
a Luncheon on Thursday, 
March 28th from 11:00am until 
1:30 pm at the Medina County 
Veterans Memorial Hall. Your 
lunch is FREE and there will be 
a small charge for your 
guest(s). Space is limited and 
you must RSVP  no later than 
March 20th to attend.  Please 
call       (330) 722-9368 to 
RSVP.  

We hope to see you there! 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission & Staff 

 

Jim Hoessle; President 

 

Phillip Grassa; Vice President  

 

John Lawrence; Commissioner  

   

VACANT; Commissioner 

 

Mark Roberts; Secretary 

 
                       Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Service Officer 
Mark Phillipp 
SSgt, USMC (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Sue Boggs 
 
Out-Reach Specialist / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Vacant 
 
Intake Specialist / Admin. Assistant 
Danielle Sampson 
SPC, U.S. Army Reserve 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveterans.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr 
Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meeting: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00 pm. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  
Service Officer 

Well here we are 2024, Happy 
New Year! We have a lot going on 
right from day one. If you haven't 
heard we are expanding and Tem-
porarily relocating to the Profes-
sional Building off the square. 
When? We donôt know yet but it 
will be soon. I ask that you read 
the article on the front cover and 
page 10 in its entirety so you all 
know what's going to happen and 
why. Please pass the word on to 
your fellow vets also. Stay tuned 
for more details as they happen.  

I can tell you 
we have been 
extremely 
conscious on 
how we spend 
the tax payers 

money and this project is no differ-
ent. It is much needed and has 
been for sometime. If anyone has 
any questions or concerns about 
the project please feel free to at-
tend our board meeting or reach 
out to me directly.  

This years Vietnam Recognition 
ceremony will take place on 
Thursday March 29th due to the 
actual da falling on Good Friday 
and Easter weekend.   

Recently there has been much 
news about what are being termed 
as ñClaim Sharksò. The VFW has 
taken a firm stance against what 
they are calling predatory practices 
against veterans and their families 
for people charging exorbitant fees 
to file claims for them with the 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA). There is even legislation to 
combat this illegal process, ñThe 
Guard Actò would make it illegal 
for these entities to do just that. 
Some might 
say these 
companies 
have been 
helpful with 
there 
claims. Nonetheless, the predatory 
practices and the veterans who 
were not helped can end up paying 
large amounts of cash out of their 
benefits for some years into the 
future. Like anything, there are 
good and bad apples. Our services 
are FREE and we are trained and 
accredited by the State of Ohio and 
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. I would recommend you at 
least talk with us or an accredited 
representative before you sign up 
for something that could cost you 
several thousands of dollars, you 
earned it and it shouldn't cost you 
a dime! To read more on clams 
sharks and the VFW Click the link 
below. VFW Action Alert Stop 
Claim Sharks Now - VFW 

Lastly we want to wish 
the best of luck to Victo-
ria Olson, who repre-
sented the DAV on the 
Commission. Victoriaôs 

husband was called back to active 
duty in the Navy and they relocat-
ed south to ñwarmerò climates. 
Also we want to welcome John 
Lawrence as the newly appointed 
commissioner for the Vietnam 
Veterans of America (VVA). John 
was sworn in by Judge Joyce V. 
Kimbler on January 10th. John 
replaced Jack Forster who served 
for the past five-years in that posi-
tion. We wish Jack ñGods Speedò 
in his retirement (see page 11).  

Feel free to contact me or attend 
our board meeting if you have 
questions or concerns.  

Sincerely, 

Ed Zackery             
Director/CVSO | Medina County 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/740
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/740
https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2023/12/vfw-action-alert-stop-claim-sharks-now
https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2023/12/vfw-action-alert-stop-claim-sharks-now
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How to Contact Your       
Congressional                   

Representatives 2023  
  

Congressman Max Miller (R) 
7 District 
Medina Office 
72 Public Square 
Medina, OH 44256 
Phone: (330) 661-6654 
Washington, DC Office 
143 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-3876 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland Office 
1301 East Ninth St.  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Phone: (216) 522-7272 
Fax: (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free: 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2315 
Fax: (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator J.D. (James) Vance (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street, Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199  
Phone: (216) 539-7877 
Washington, DC Office 
B40-C Dirksen Senate Office 
Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone: (202) 224-3353 

What is 988? 
The Veterans Crisis Line's 
new number ð988 then 
Press 1 ð helps make it eas-
ier to remember and share 
the number to access help in 
times of need. 

http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/


M  C  V  N P  5 

Need help with 
a               

VA claim? 

Call the Medina 
County Veterans 
Service Office 
today! 

(330) 722-9368 

Come out and see the North Coast County  

Veterans Service Officers at the Show! 
        SHOW HOURS                                                      

Friday, April 5, 2024: 9:00am ï 10:00am (STUDENTS ONLY)      
Friday, April 5, 2024:             10:00am ï 9:00pm 
Saturday, April 6, 2024:        9:00am ï 9:00pm 
Sunday, April 7, 2024:            9:00am ï 6:00pm 

ADMISSION 
TICKETS ON SALE BLACK FRIDAY!       Friday, November 24, 2023 
General Admission (Box Office) $25.00 
General Admission (Online)      $20.00 
Summit Racing Discounted Admission $17.00 
(Available ONLY at Summit Racing Equipment 1200 Southeast Ave, Tallmadge, OH 44278) 
All active military personnel, veterans, fire, police, healthcare workers, and 
first responders $15.00 (ID required ï up to six (6) tickets can be purchased per 
person)  Kids 12 and under are free. 
STUDENT TICKETS: 4/5/24 ONLY* 
Ticket purchased online via limited code $10.00 
Admission starts at 9:00 am for Students and Chaperones ONLY. Bus Parking: FREE 
Group tickets (15 or more) $18.00* 
*If you would like to bring a student group or a regular group of 15 or more, please contact Show 
Manager, Steve Legerski at slegerski@pistonpowershow.onmicrosoft.com. 
Parking $10 

Ohio Western Reserve         
National Cemetery 

 
If you are an honorably discharged veteran, you may 
be entitled to burial benefits at no cost to you. Please 
visit https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ohiowesternreserve.asp for more 
information. 
The cemetery is open to visitors every day of the year from dawn to dusk.  
The Administration Office is open Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
until 4:00 p.m., except Federal holidays. Feel free to contact us with any 
questions or concerns. (330) 335-3069 office, (330) 335-5087 fax, or email 
OWRNC@va.gov 

Weôre Moving!  

Parking is available 
in the paved lot be-
tween the Profession-
al Building and Miss 
Mollys Tea Room 
and is wheelchair ac-
cessible.  Additional 
parking behind build-
ing.     Call us at: 
(330) 722-9368.  

mailto:slegerski@pistonpowershow.onmicrosoft.com
https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ohiowesternreserve.asp
mailto:OWRNC@va.gov
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614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2023  

 

Sharon A. Ray (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 069  
Columbus Office 
77 S. High St. 
13th Floor #1384 
Columbus, OH. 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-8140  
Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov  
 
Melanie Miller (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 67 
Columbus Office                         
77 High St. 11th Floor               
Columbus, OH 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-0961  
Fax: (614) 719-3998  
www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-
miller  
 
Senator Mark Romanchuk (R) 
Ohio Senate | District 022 Senate  
Columbus Office 
Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square, 1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone: (614) 466-7505 

Wheelchair accessible 
van now in service 

We have a 
new van we  
added to the 
fleet January 
1st. If your 
wheelchair 
bound and 
need to go to 

your VA appointment let us 
know.  

Joint Veterans Coalition of  

Medina County 

Now Accepting Nominations for 2024 

Medina County 

VETERAN OF THE YEAR 

& 

VETERAN ADVOCATE OF THE YEAR 

Do you know of a Medina County Veteran or Advocate of Vet-
erans worthy to receive special recognition? The nomination 
forms for our 2024 recognition program are now available. 

Nomination forms can be obtained off the website:  

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/veteran-veterans-
advocate-of-the-year-medina-county-ohio-draft/ 

 or contact the program coordinator, Dave Taylor (330-321-
3370) or dave.taylor@zoominternet.net for a copy of the form 
to be mailed to you or sent via e-mail. Contact Dave Taylor for 
any questions. 

All completed nomination forms are due by March 15th.  

The awardees will receive their awards at the annual Joint Vet-
erans Coalition of Medina County banquet Friday, April 26th  
at Williams-on-the-Lake. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? Any Veteran you feel has made a dif-
ference by helping Veterans in Medina County in the past few 
years. Any Advocate of Veterans, male or female, member of 
an auxiliary or private citizen who has made a difference in the 
lives of veterans.  

Applications on page 16 & 17 

mailto:rep69@ohiohouse.gov
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/veteran-veterans-advocate-of-the-year-medina-county-ohio-draft/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/veteran-veterans-advocate-of-the-year-medina-county-ohio-draft/
mailto:dave.taylor@zoominternet.net
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include 
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops. 

Check out the latest information on the we at Joint Veterans 
Coalition of Medina County, Ohio - Medina County Veterans 
Service Office  

You can check out all the updates for the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County (JVCMC) at: 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-
ohio/ 

I invite all Veterans and others who support Veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues 
concerning all of our Veteran organizations in Medina County.  

In order to be a viable unit, we need people  from all of the organizations to participate by providing 
support and information.  

    Catherine Owen 

    President, Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Reserve your Dinner Now! SAVE THE DATE! 
Twelfth Annual Veterans & Military Banquet  

Eleventh Annual Medina County All-Veterans Military Banquet 
Friday, April 26, 2024 | See Pages 12-14 

Williams-on-the-Lake | 787 Lafayette Rd | Medina, OH 44256 

We will be recognizing widows of the Vietnam War from Medina County 
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https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
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VA releases National Veteran Suicide 
Prevention Annual Report 

ty and a key part of President 
Bidenôs Unity Agenda. Since 
2021, VA has worked aggres-
sively to expand support for 
Veterans in crisis, includ-
ing offering no-cost health care 
to Veterans in suicidal crisis at 
VA or non-VA facili-
ties; launching the 988 (then 
press 1) to help Veterans con-
nect more quickly with caring, 
qualified responders through 
the Veterans Crisis 
Line; partnering with communi-
ty-based suicide prevention or-
ganizations to provide Veterans 
with on-the-ground support; 
expanding firearm suicide pre-
vention efforts; and encourag-
ing Veterans to reach out for 
help through a national Veteran 
suicide prevention awareness 
campaign. These steps have led 
to more than 33,000 Veterans 
getting free emergency health 
care, a 12.1% increase in use of 
the Veterans Crisis Line, more 
than 3.5 million visits to VAôs 
support website, and more. 

Moving forward, VA and 
the Biden-Harris Administra-
tion will continue to work ur-
gently to end Veteran suicide 
through a public health ap-
proach that combines both com-
munity-based and clinically 
based strategies to save lives. 

ñThere is nothing more im-
portant to VA than preventing 
Veteran suicide ðnothing,ò 
said Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs Denis McDonough. ñOne 
Veteran suicide will always be 
too many, and we at VA will 
use every tool to our disposal to 
prevent these tragedies and save 
Veteransô lives.ò 

ñWe will do everything in our 
power to learn from this report 
and use its findings to help us 
save lives,ò said VA Under 
Secretary for Health Shereef 
Elnahal, M.D. ñIt will take all 
of us ð working together ð to 
end Veteran suicide, and we 
will not rest until that goal be-
comes a reality.ò 

Before 2021, Veteran suicide 
had decreased two years in a 
rowðfrom 6,718 Veteran sui-
cides in 2018 to 6,278 in 
2020. Learn more information 
about VAôs comprehensive, 
nationwide efforts to prevent 
Veteran suicide. 

This report is based on verified 
data from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Department of 
Defense, and it meets the quali-
ty standards of a peer-reviewed 
publication. In the interest of 
full transparency, VA releas-
es yearly reports detailing how 

FOR IMMEDIATE            
RELEASE 

WASHINGTON ð Today 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs released the National 
Veteran Suicide Prevention 
Annual Report, the largest 
national analysis of Veteran 
suicides through 2021 (the 
latest year for which we have 
data). The report shows that 
6,392 Veterans died by sui-
cide in 2021, which is 114 
more than in 2020. The num-
ber of non-Veteran suicides 
also increased to 40,020 
deaths in 2021, which is 
2,000 more than in 2020. 

2021 was the first full year of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which led to greater financial 
strain, housing instability, 
anxiety and depression levels, 
and barriers to health care ï 
all of which are known to be 
associated with increased risk 
of suicide for Veterans and 
non-Veterans alike. There 
was also an increase in fire-
arm availability in 2021, 
which is proven to increase 
both the risk of suicide and 
the risk of dying during a sui-
cide attempt. 

Ending Veteran suicide 
is VAôs top clinical priori-
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Challenge Coin Funds go towards 
the Medina County Veterans    
Memorial Fund 501c3 

Helping Veterans and their fami-
lies in Medina County 

We have a dental  
program for Veterans 
with limited income, 
give us a call to see if 
you are eligible. 

we come to the conclusions in 
the Annual Suicide Prevention 
Report. 

For more detailed information 
about Veteran suicide in 2021, 
view the full report. For addi-
tional Veteran suicide mortality 
data, see the re-
portôs accompanying state data 
sheets.  

If you or someone you know is 
having thoughts of suicide, con-
tact the Veterans Crisis Line to 
receive free, confidential sup-
port and crisis intervention 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year. Dial 
988 then Press 1, chat online 
at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, 
or text 838255. 

MCVSC HAIL & FAREWELL! 
On January 10th, John Lawrence was 
sworn in by Judge Joyce V. Kimbler as 
the new commissioner for the Medina 
County Veterans Service Commission 
representing the Vietnam Veterans  of 
America (VVA).  He is replacing out-
going commissioner Jack Forster.  

A dinner was held 
that evening recog-
nizing and thanking 
Jack Forster for his 
five-years of service 
on the commission 
and to Medina Coun-
tyôs Veterans. 

                                                                    Jack & Kathy Forster   

Jim Hoessle (President), Mark Roberts (secretary), 
John Lawrence (commissioner) and  Judge Kimbler 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records


health and therapy programs for 
veterans and their families. 
About two-thirds of the existing 
structure will be gutted and re-
appropriated. The current 
boardroom will be split into 
two more offices for another 
County Veterans Service Of-
ficer (CVSO) and a staff posi-
tion. The garage will be torn 
out and the waiting room will 
increase in size for more priva-
cy and spacing during the ini-
tial intake of clients. 

The entire project is expected 
to take 6-9 months to complete. 
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ing with 
that put any plans on hold. Once 
the pandemic ended and we 
started to see those numbers rise 
again, I knew something had to 
be done. We cant continue to 
provide the same quality of ser-
vice with all the different things 
we do. With the support of the 
Medina County Commissioners 
and The American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) available funding it 
seemed the timing was right.  
This expansion will allow us to 
do multiple things as well as 
plan for the future. Basically we 
are almost doubling the size of 
the building by adding a com-
munity room and a garage to 
house our fleet of vehicles. This 
will allow for proper cleaning 
and maintenance during the 
winter months. The community 
room will be utilized for mental 

Continued from front page We know there will be some 
inconvenience for those we 
serve but feel the need is there 
and in the end will allow us to 
continue the quality of services 
as well as expand them for the 
growing need of the veterans 
community.  
We do expect that we will have 
to close for a few days during 
the relocation and will adver-
tise those days. We do not ex-
pect any change in our phone 
numbers during the relocation, 
so you will still be able to con-
tact us. In the end we hope to 
make this as easy as possible 
for everyone that we serve. We 
have always viewed are office 
as your space and hope that 
this project makes it more ac-
commodating for you to come 
to for assistance.  
  

http://iava.org/



















