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 Ed told me to write an arti-
cle for the newsletter about Veter-
ans Day, but since I was 19 years 
old, the most celebrated day in the 
second week of November was not 
Veterans Day, but the day before.  

On November 10th, 1775, the Sec-
ond Continental Congress ï the 
same Continental Congress that ap-
proved the Declaration of Inde-
pendence ï resolved to raise two 
battalions of Marines in order to 
provide security on Navy ships, de-
fend officers from potential muti-
nies, conduct boarding operations 
against enemy vessels, and perform 
amphibious assaults from ship to 
shore. The Chairman of the Marine 
Committee (now referred to as the 
Secretary of the Navy) John Adams 
nominated Captain Samuel Nicho-
las to be the first Commandant of 
the Marine Corps, who set up his 
first recruiting effort in a Philadel-
phia bar called Tun Tavern. The 

actual building is no longer there, 
but the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission placed a sign 
in the general vicinity of where they 
think the bar once stood, forever 
commemorating it as ñthe tradition-
al birthplace of the United States 
Marine Corpsò.  
 
 Over the years, Marines 
fought proudly in campaigns 
around the world, including the 
First Barbary War in the early 
1800ôs and in the Mexican-
American war where they famously 
stormed the Chapultepec Castle. 
These two battles contributed to the 
first two lines of the Marinesô 
Hymn, ñFrom the halls of Montezu-
ma to the shores of Tripoliò. The 
Marine Corps has been threatened 
to be disbanded multiple times, in-
cluding President Andrew Jack-
sonôs desire to merge the Marines 
with the Army. This obviously did 
not happen, as the Marine Corps 
was nestled under the Department 
of the Navy as a sister service to the 
Navy in 1834. They fought in the 
Philippines, Cuba, China, Panama, 
Haiti, and several other far-off wars 
and battles that we were never 
taught in school. During the Battle 
of Belleau Wood in World War I, 
the German Army reportedly con-
tinuously referred to the Marines as 
ñteufel hun-

Happy Birthday Leathernecks! 

SCAN the QR CODE! 

Need help with a              
VA claim? 

Call our office to-
day 

(330) 722-9368 

Continued on Page 10 
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 
to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 
Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 
of 9:00 am and 12:00 pm.  

 
Tell them you are a van rider. 

 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Louis Stokes VAMC 
10701 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 
Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  
medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 
Akron, OH 44319 

Phone: (330) 724-7715 
 

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency, you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital. 

Veterans Day Concert 

Wednesday, November 8th, 202319 ï 7:00 pm 

St. Francis Xavier Church , Medina, Ohio 

A Veterans Day Concert by The Medina Community Band 

åAmerica is Blessedæ 

A community celebration at St. Francis Xavi-
er Church, 606 East Washington Street, Me-
dina.  

There is no admission charge for the pro-
gram and free parking is available. 

Conducting Staff 

¶ Marcus L. Neiman, conductor  

¶ Dr. Darren LeBeau, associate 
conductor 

¶ Matthew Hastings & Amy Muhl 

OPERATION GREEN LIGHT FOR VETERANS 2023  

In advance of the upcoming Veterans Day holiday, Medina County 
announced plans to illuminate the Courthouse buildings green from 
November 1st through the 13th as part of Operation Green Light 
for Veterans. This is a nationwide effort uniting counties to support 
military veterans. The initiative, led by the National Association of 
Counties (NACo), raises awareness around the unique challenges 
faced by many veterans and the resources available at the county, 
state, and federal levels to assist veterans and their families.  

In addition to lighting the county courthouse building on Medina 
Square, residents, businesses and other organizations are encour-
aged to participate by simply changing one light bulb in their home 
to a green bulb. This can be an exterior light that neighbors and 
passersby see, or an interior light that sparks a conversation with 
friends. By shining a green light, we let 
our veterans know that they are seen, 
appreciated, and supported. 

ñOperation Green Light is a gesture of 
support and appreciation for the public 
service of our veterans,ò said NACo Ex-
ecutive Director Matthew Chase. ñWith 
hundreds of counties coming together to 
light everything from bridges to courthouses, we know veterans 
across the country will see and feel the gratitude we all feel for 
their service and sacrifices.ò 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
http://iava.org/


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission 

 

Jim Hoessle; President 

 

Phillip Grassa; Vice President  

 

Jack Forster; Secretary 

   

Victoria Olson; Commissioner 

 

Mark Roberts; Commissioner 

 
                       Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Service Officer 
Mark Phillipp 
SSgt, USMC (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Sue Boggs 
 
Out-Reach Specialist / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Vacant 
 
Intake Specialist / Admini. Assistant 
Danielle Sampson 
SPC, USAR 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveterans.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr 
Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meeting: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00 pm. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  
Service Officer 

I want to thank everyone for mak-
ing this yearôs Veterans Day at the 
Medina County Fair a huge suc-
cess. It seems each year it just 
keeps getting bigger and better. 
Which leads me to the upcoming 
holiday this month which is the 
actual Veterans Day. There are 
several events 
going on that 
day and the 
days prior. On 
Tuesday, Nov 
7th the Cuya-
hoga Valley 
Scenic Rail-
road will have the annual Veterans 
Day Ride for veterans and guests. 
You can reserve tickets at Veter-
ans Day Ride ï Cuyahoga Valley 
Scenic Railroad (cvsr.org) while 
supplies last. Hurry because they 
go quick! On Wednesday, Novem-
ber 8th the Medina Community 
Band will hold its annual Veterans 
Day Community Concert at St. 
Francis Church in Medina. Admis-
sion is free and is open to all. Sev-
eral other restaurants and business 
offer discounts to veterans on or 
around Veterans Day. This year 
some of those discounts may be 
the day prior or after due to Veter-
ans Day being in the weekend, so 
be careful and read the ads careful-
ly. Our office will be closed on 
November 10th for the holiday.  

Next month we have Thanksgiving 
as we roll into the holiday season. 
We will be starting our annual 
ñTank the Truckò collection offi-

cially on November 1st and col-
lecting laundry detergent, toiletries 
and cash donations through De-
cember 9th.  Weôve been asked to 
provide more than 800 of these 
items to more than 800 families 
this year. Last year we were able 
to provide more than 600 jugs of 
detergent and sundries packets. 
We truly hope to be able to deliv-
er. This is our 13th year of doing 
this with the local Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans (DAV) Chapter.  If 
you would like to donate please 
feel free to contact our office. 
These donations support ñFeeding 
Medina Countyò December distri-
butions in December in Bruns-
wick, Lodi, Wadsworth and Medi-
na as well as providing free Christ-
mas Dinners to more than 100 vet-
erans families annually throughout 
Medina County. For more infor-
mation on how to donate and the 
distribution schedule, see pages 9, 
10, 11 and 13.  

Weôd like to welcome Danielle 
Sampson to our team here at the 
Medina County Veterans Service 
Office. Danielle started with us in 
October as our new Intake Special-
ist. She served in Southwest Asia 
during the first Gulf War as a 
Medical Supply Specialist. Please 
welcome her as she goes through 
several months of training and 
learning her new position. She is 
looking forward to serving our 
veterans here in Medina County.  

I want to take this time to wish all 
of you a safe Veterans Day. Veter-
ans Day is a day to thank all Veter-
ans for their service, I know for 
some of us the day is still uneasy, 
for we always think of those we 
have lost. Please try to enjoy your 
day, they would want it so. Addi-
tionally have a wonderful Thanks-
giving and Holiday Season.  
Thanks for all you do! 
 

Sincerely, 

Ed Zackery             
Director/CVSO  
Medina County 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.cvsr.org/national-park-scenic-3/
https://www.cvsr.org/national-park-scenic-3/
https://www.cvsr.org/national-park-scenic-3/
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How to Contact Your       
Congressional                   

Representatives 2023  
  

Congressman Max Miller (R) 
7 District 
Medina Office 
72 Public Square 
Medina, OH 44256 
Phone: (330) 661-6654 
Washington, DC Office 
143 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-3876 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland Office 
1301 East Ninth St.  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Phone: (216) 522-7272 
Fax: (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free: 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2315 
Fax: (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator J.D. (James) Vance (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street, Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199  
Phone: (216) 539-7877 
Washington, DC Office 
B40-C Dirksen Senate Office 
Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone: (202) 224-3353 

What is 988? 
The Veterans Crisis Line's 
new number ð988 then 
Press 1 ð helps make it eas-
ier to remember and share 
the number to access help in 
times of need. 

 In 1921, America em-
barked on a solemn process to 
select an unidentified World War 
I soldier for burial in Arlington 
National Cemetery. Painstaking 
steps were undertaken to ensure 
that the deceased military mem-
ber who ultimately was selected 
for that honor could never be 
identified. 
 As a result, in all proba-
bility, we will never know the 
identity of America's Unknown 
Soldier of World War I. But we 
do know the name of the unlikely 
individual on whose shoulders 
fell the decision for making the 
final choice. 

 In March 1921, Congress 
authorized burial of an unidenti-
fied American soldier  who had 
been killed during World War I. 

Internment in 
Arlington 
National 
Cemetery 
was designat-
ed to take 
place on Ar-
mistice Day, 
November 
11, 1921.  
 During the 'war to end all 
wars', America lost 77,000 young 
men on the killing fields of 
France. Over 22,000 of them 
were buried in four military cem-
eteries located near where they 
had fallen in battle. Of this num-
ber, the remains of 958 souls had 
defied all efforts to identify them 
before burial. It was decided that 
one of them would become 
America's Unknown Soldier of 
World War I. 
 But which one? The US 
Army's Quartermaster General 
was assigned the task of making 
the difficult selection. A very 
complicated procedure was es-
tablished and then carried out in 
order to insure absolute anonymi-
ty. 

SERGEANT EDWARD F. YOUNGER 
The Warrior Who Chose America's Unknown Soldier 

http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
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Did you  know that 
the Joint Veterans 
Coalition of Medina 
County presents a 
Military Enlistment 
Medal to all graduat-
ing seniors that are 
going into the mili-
tary service.  

Recognition of sacri-
fice and service be-
gins with raising 
your right hand! 

 One unmarked grave each in 
the American cemeteries in Asine-
Marne, Meuse- Argonne, Somme and 
St. Mihael, France was randomly se-
lected. The bodies in those graves 
were exhumed and inspected to en-
sure that there was no evidence of 
identity, rank or unit. An additional 
four graves had been marked as alter-
nates, in case any of the original four 
were found to have any identifying 
marks. None were found. As a fur-
ther precaution, the first four's burial 
records were burned. 
 Placed in identical caskets, 
the quartet of candidates were trans-
ported on October 23, 1921, to the 
town hall in Chalons-sur Marne, in 
northern France. Present when the 
caskets arrived there that afternoon 
were a huge number of American and 
French military and civilian dignitar-
ies, and a French honor guard. 
 At 10 PM, a contingent of six 
American non-commissioned officers 
who had fought in France during 
World War I arrived from their sepa-
rate US Army units that were sta-
tioned in Germany. They had been 
told they were being sent there to 
serve as pallbearers. 
 What the six American pall-
bearers had not been told was that 
one of them was to be randomly 
picked by Major Harbold, the officer 

in charge of the 
selection proce-
dure to make the 
final choice of 
America's Un-
known Soldier. 
That honor...and 
heavy emotional 
burden...went to 
Sergeant Edward 

F. Younger. Army records do not in-
dicate what prompted the major to 

select Sergeant Younger.  
 Perhaps the major was 
aware of the sergeant's war record. 
Edward Younger, a native of Chi-
cago, had enlisted in the army two 
months before America entered 
World War I. He was 18 years old 
when he was sent to France. He 
survived an influenza epidemic and 
being wounded twice while partici-
pating in four deadly offensives be-
tween April 1917 and November 
1918. The average life expectancy 
of an allied solder fighting in the 
trenches was six weeks. By all ac-
counts, Edward Younger shouldn't 
have still been alive when the 
fighting ended. 
 Edward Younger later de-
scribed what took place on the 
morning of October 24, 1921, after 
he had been selected to make that 
final choice: 
 "When we lined up, Major 
Harbold said that one of us was to 
be given the honor of selection of 
the Unknown Soldier. He had a 
bouquet of pink and white roses, 
which he finally handed to me. 
 "Left alone in the room with 
the four coffins, I walked around 
them three times, then suddenly I 
stopped in front of the third coffin 
on the left. What caused me to stop 
I don't know. Something seemed to 
say: 'pick this one'. 
 "I placed the roses on that 
coffin and saluted. Then I left the 
room and reported to Major Har-
bold that my task was completed." 
 The body he had selected 
was then removed from its wooden 
casket and placed in an ornate met-
al one that had come from the Unit-
ed States. Draped with an American 
flag and 
topped by Continued on page 6 
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614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2023  

 

Sharon A. Ray (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 069  
Columbus Office 
77 S. High St. 
13th Floor #1384 
Columbus, OH. 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-8140  
Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov  
 
Melanie Miller (R)  
Ohio House of Representatives  
District 67 
Columbus Office                         
77 High St. 11th Floor               
Columbus, OH 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-0961  
Fax: (614) 719-3998  
www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-
miller  
 
Senator Mark Romanchuk (R) 
Ohio Senate | District 022 Senate  
Columbus Office 
Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square, 1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone: (614) 466-7505 

Wheelchair accessible 
van now in service. 

We have a 
new van we  
added to the 
fleet January 
1st. If your 
wheelchair 
bound and 
need to go to 

your VA appointment let us 
know.  

the ros-
es, the pallbearers loaded the 
casket onboard a 
special train detailed to take it 
to La Harve. In this image, 
Sergeant Younger is the soldier 
in the front, on the left side of 
the casket.  

 He and the other pall-
bearers made that train trip as 
well, acting as ceremonial 
guards. In La Harve, the casket 
was turned over to the US Na-
vy's care. 
 The casket was transport-
ed home onboard the USS 
OLYMPIA, Admiral Dewey's 
flagship during the Spanish-
American War, which had been 
selected for this mission and sent 
to France earlier. America's Un-
known Soldier lie in state in the 
nation's capital for a day, fol-
lowed by a massive funeral pro-
cession across the Potomac Riv-
er. 
 Internment in Arlington 
National Cemetery took place on 
November 11, 1921, the third 
anniversary of the Armistice that 
was once called the conclusion 
of 'the war to end all wars'. The 
spray of flowers used by Ser-
geant Younger to indicate his 
choice, by then wilted, were en-
tombed with America's Un-
known Soldier. 
 After returning to his as-
signed base in Germany, Edward 
Younger was mustered out of 
the army in 1922 and sent home 
to Chicago. There he married, 

started a family and worked for 
the post office. 
 On Memorial Day, 1930, 
he visited the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier in Arlington, Vir-
ginia. For that occasion he wore 
the same uniform he had worn 
nine years earlier, when perform-
ing his unusual duty in Chalons-
sur Marne's town hall. 
 As depicted below, Ed-
ward Younger recreated the mo-
ment when he had placed roses 
on one of the four unmarked cas-
kets in 1921. He looks much 
older than his age that year... 
32 years...when placing a fresh 
bouquet on top of the tomb. 

 In 1939, Edward Younger 
was invited to return to Chalons-
sur Marne to participate in a July 
4th commemoration of his selec-
tion of America's Unknown Sol-
dier. He was too ill to do so. 
 Edward F. Younger died 
of a heart attack in Chicago on 
August 6, 1942. This quiet, hum-
ble World War I warrior was only 
44 years old. He is buried, fitting-
ly, in Section 18 of Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery under 
this simple, standardized head-
stone; not far 
from the Tomb of 
the Unknown Sol-
dier. 
 

Bill Lee 
November 2015 

Continued from page 5 

mailto:rep69@ohiohouse.gov
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/melanie-miller
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include 
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops. 

Check out the latest information on the we at Joint Veterans 
Coalition of Medina County, Ohio - Medina County Veterans 
Service Office  

You can check out all the updates for the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County (JVCMC) at: 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-
ohio/ 

I invite all Veterans and others who support Veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues 
concerning all of our Veteran organizations in Medina County.  

In order to be a viable unit, we need people  from all of the organizations to participate by providing 
support and information.  

    Catherine Owen 

    President, Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

5ŀǘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻŎŀǝƻƴ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊ 
²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ¢ƻǇƛŎ 
κ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊ 

wŜƳŀǊƪǎ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ моΣ нлнп  фΥлл ŀƳ TBD    

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ моΣ нлнп  фΥлл ŀƳ TBD    

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ моΣ нлнп  фΥлл ŀƳ TBD    

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мнΣ нлнп  фΥлл ŀƳ TBD    

Transitioning out 
of the military? 

Need help with 
your VA claim?  

Or answers on   
veterans benefits?  

Call the Medina 
County Veterans Service Office at (330) 722-9368.  

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.facebook.com/lodilegion/
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VA expands burial benefits for Veterans 
and their families 

single payment rate for non-
service-connected burial 
benefits. 

¶ Extended the VA plot or 
interment allowance to 
Tribal organizations. 

ñLast fiscal year, VA delivered 
more than 84,000 burial bene-
fits to families of Veterans,ò 
said VA Under Secretary for 
Benefits Joshua Jacobs. 
ñExpanding burial benefits 
means we are able to ensure 
Veterans are honored in their 
final resting place, and assist 
their family, caregivers, and 
survivors during the difficult 
time of their loved oneôs pass-
ing.ò 

VA provides burial benefits for 
all legal burial types, including 
cremation, burial at sea, and 
donation of remains to a medi-
cal school. Eligible individuals 
include a surviving spouse or 
legal partner, surviving child, 

parent or executor of the Veter-
anôs estate. Additionally, VA 
may pay burial benefits to a fu-
neral home or third party who 
handled burial arrangements for 
a Veteran whose remains are 
unclaimed. 

 
Veterans are encouraged to plan 
with end-of-life benefits provid-
ed by VA. These benefits in-
clude VA life insurance, care 
preferences, survivor benefits, 
and burial benefits that can be 
applied for in advance of a Vet-
eranôs passing. Visit 
www.va.gov/plan-ahead to 
learn more.  

There is no time limit to file for 
a service-connected burial, plot 
or interment allowance, or the 
transportation benefit. Howev-
er, claims for non-service-
connected burial benefits must 
be filed within two years of the 
Veteranôs burial or cremation. 
A non-service-connected burial 
benefit is one where the cause 
of death was not related to mili-
tary service. 

Learn more about burial bene-
fits and additional information 
regarding flags, headstones, and 
markers.   

FOR IMMEDIATE         
RELEASE   Sept. 21, 2023 

 

WASHINGTON ð Today, 
VA announced that Veterans, 
and their families, caregivers, 
and survivors now have ac-
cess to expanded burial bene-
fits to help with end-of-life 
expenses related to a Veter-
anôs gravesite, burial, funeral 
and transportation of remains 
to their final resting place. 
Burial benefits are available 
to individuals who pay for a 
Veteranôs burial and funeral 
costs that are not reimbursed 
by any other organization. 
The updated burial benefits 
are: 

¶ Expanded reimbursement 
of transportation expens-
es, to include costs for 
transporting remains, to 
state or Tribal Veterans' 
cemeteries in addition to 
previously eligible nation-
al cemeteries.  

¶ Broadened eligibility to 
more individuals who are 
eligible to receive the 
transportation benefit. 

¶ Instituted a more generous 

http://www.va.gov/plan-ahead
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/


M  C  V  N P  9 

Challenge Coin Funds go towards 
the Medina County Veterans    
Memorial Fund 501c3 

Helping Veterans and their fami-
lies in Medina County 

We have a dental  
program for Veterans 
with limited income, 
give us a call to see if 
you are eligible. 

Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery 
Happy Fall! We have moved our office from the trailer into our 
newly renovated building and our construction projects are in their 
final phases. Our last big projects are the repaving of the entire 
cemetery and the renovation of our committal shelters so we ask 
for your patience as our construction crews close/reopen section 
by section. Our Public Information Centerôs renovations are com-
plete and are fully open to the public during staffed hours.  
If you are an honorably discharged veteran, you may be entitled to 
burial benefits at no cost to you. Please visit 
https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ohiowesternreserve.asp for 
more information. 
The cemetery is open to visitors every day of the year from dawn 
to dusk.  The Administration Office is open Monday through Fri-

day from 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 
p.m., except Federal holidays. 
Feel free to contact us with any 
questions or concerns. (330) 
335-3069 office, (330) 335-
5087 fax, or email 
OWRNC@va.gov 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ohiowesternreserve.asp
mailto:OWRNC@va.gov
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denò, 
which is English for devil dogs, 
and the name stuck (this story is 
most likely false, as there is no 
evidence of any German soldier 
ever using that phrase, but that 
has never stopped Marines from 
embracing the nickname). They 
fought fiercely during World 
War II, jumping from island to 
island, inching closer to main-
land Japan one island at a time, 
including Guadalcanal, Tarawa, 
Iwo Jima (where one of the 
most famous and most recog-
nizable photographs ever was 
taken), and Okinawa. Marines 
were actively preparing for an 
assault on Japan before the war 
suddenly ended due to President 
Trumanôs decision to drop two 
atomic bombs on Japan. Ma-
rines made another amphibious 
landing in Inchon during the 
Korean War, and subsequently 
fought in freezing cold tempera-
tures at the Battle of the Chosin 
Reservoir during the harshly 
cold Korean winter of 1953. 
They fought in the thankless 
Vietnam War, fighting not only 

Continued from front page the physical enemy, but also 
unknowingly exposing them-
selves to years of suffering at 
the hands of Agent Orange. 
They went to the hot desert of 
Iraq and the cold mountains of 
Afghanistan. They remain on 
constant alert of threats around 
the world, constantly patrolling 
the seas on Navy ships.  
  
 For years, I was taught 
that the Marine Corps was the 
best and most efficient fighting 
organization that has ever exist-
ed or will ever come to exist. 
Our training is supposedly 
tougher, our fraternity stronger, 
our leaders more involved. It 
wasnôt until I retired from the 
Marines in 2021 and started 
working here at the Medina 
County Veterans Service Of-
fice that all of that is nonsense. 
I have learned that the second 
the uniform comes off, that we 
are all peers. It doesnôt matter 
what branch you served in or 
where you served or whether 
you were officer or enlisted. 
While it is fun and games to 

joke around about who is actu-
ally the better branch, we all 
know that at the end of the day, 
jokes are just jokes and nothing 
serious is intended. We all un-
derstand that at one point in 
our lives, we all played a part 
in doing our best to serve the 
United States. While every-
bodyôs role was different, we 
all contributed to the same goal 
in some capacity. 
 
Mark Phillipp  retired from the 
USMC in 2021 and currently 
has been on staff as a CVSO 
since November of 2022. Pre-
viously he was a driver with 
us.   

Happy Birthday to Mark and 
all the Leathernecks out 
there! 
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The purpose of the Medina County Veterans Me-
morial Fund 501(c)(3), is to make a difference in 
the lives of Veterans and/or their families in times 
of financial need and to promote and support vet-
eranôs activities throughout Medina County. Your 
donation stays in Medina County to help the Vet-
erans of your community! 

You can make a tax deductible donation by mail-
ing your check or money order to: 
Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 
501(c)(3) 
P.O Box #523; Brunswick, Ohio 44212 

Ý Helps Veterans and widows  in times of need 
Ý Gave more than $10,000 out to disabled or 
severely ill Veterans in 2023 

Ý Provided more than 700 families with laundry 
detergent and sundry packs in 2022 

Ý Sponsored Holiday meals for more than 150 
Veterans and their families in 2022 

Ý Help purchase a vehicle for a Veteran |  Help a 
Veteranôs family reduce the risk of being 
homeless | Repair a Veterans home to make it 
safe and accommodating 

Ý Pay medical bills for severely ill Veterans  
Ý Sponsored bus trip to the 
National Veterans Museum 

 

The Medina County Veterans 
Memorial Fund 501(c)(3) is 
not a part of the Medina Coun-
ty Veterans Service Office. Any 
donations to our office go to 
the Medina County Veterans 
Memorial Fund 501(c)(3)  

Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund | Assists County Veterans, Donate Today! 
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THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone, In a one-bedroom house 

made of plaster and stone. I had come down the chimney with presents to 

give, and to see just who in this home did live. I looked all about, a strange 

sight I did see, no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. 

No stocking by mantle, just boots covered with sand, on the wall-hung pic-

tures of far distant lands. With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, a so-

ber thought came through my mind. For this house was different, In was dark 

and dreary. I found the home of a soldier, once I could see clearly. 

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone, curled up on the floor in this one bed-

room home. The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder, not how I pictured a United States sol-

dier. Was this the hero of whom I'd just read? Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed? 

I realized the families that I saw this night, owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight. 

Soon round the world, the children would play, and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day. 

They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year, because of the soldiers, like the one laying here. I 

couldn't help wonder how many lay alone, on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home. 

The very thought brought a tear to my eye, I dropped to my knees and started to cry. The soldier awak-

ened and I heard a rough voice, "Santa don't cry, this life is my choice. I fight for freedom, I don't ask 

for more, my life, my God, and my country, my corps." 

The soldier rolled over and drifted to sleep, I couldn't control It, I continued to weep. I kept watch for 

hours, so silent and still, and we both shivered from the cold night's chill. 

I didn't want to leave on that cold, dark night, this guardian of honor so willing to fight. 

Then the soldier rolled over with a voice soft and pure. whispered, 'Carry on Santa, It's Christmas day, 

all is secure." 

One look at my watch and I knew he was right, Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night. 
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